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Church plans some ‘R+R’ 
and cancels PCC meetings 

One church has taken on board the message from Bishop Stephen 
Cottrell's latest book to 'do nothing to change your life' and 
cancelled all PCC and other meetings for six months. 



ALL Saints church in 
Wokingham has agreed to 
ask all PCC committees to 
have a six month sabbatical 
to allow for a period of rest 
and reflection. 

The plan was inspired by 
the new book by the Bishop 
of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell, which 
calls on people to stop their 
busy lives just for a few 
minutes and pause to reflect 
to allow them to reconnect 
with God. One PCC mem- 
ber had also experienced 
something similar at her 
former church in London, 
and the whole parish had 
benefited as a result. 

Rector of All Saints, the 
Revd David Hodgson said: 
‘We wanted to be pro-active 
about achieving our vision 
for the Church that has now 
been agreed and planned 
for, and we thought that a 
‘sabbatical’ of the organis- 
ing groups for six months 
would give us space and 
stillness to reflect and pray 
about how we are going be 
the church we want to be; 
how we deliver the vision 



we have agreed on, look at 
what needs to change and 
even what we should stop 
doing.’ 

All Saints is a busy 
church, he said, and people 
needed encouraging some 



'It is easy to get 
carried away and 
lose yourself in the 
minutiae of daily 
life, and lose the 
drive to achieve big- 
ger goals. 

'But we are not * 
asking the church to 
go to sleep for six 
months!' 



times to stop their daily 
activities and meetings and 
be still. 

He said: ‘It is easy to get 
carried away and lose your- 
self in the minutiae of daily 
life, and lose the drive to 



achieve bigger goals.’ 

But though the commit- 
tee-meeting side of church 
life may be taking a break, 
the prayer and fellowship 
groups will not. 

‘We are not asking the 
church to go to sleep for six 
months!’ he said. 

The main strategy group 
of the church will continue 
to pray and discuss what the 
church needs to focus on. 
They will report back in 
January. 

The planning of weekly 
services will continue as 
normal too - and because 
of the planned sabbatical, 
they are even ahead of them- 
selves, for example 
Christmas was fully planned 
out in May! 

Bishop Stephen’s book Do 
Nothing to Change Your 
Life was sent out to all MPs 
this summer as part of an 
initiative by the Archbishop 
of York, Dr John Sentamu. 
•What do you think of the 
idea? Email door@oxford. 
anglican.org or leave your 
comments on the website 
www.oxford.anglican.org 




From vicar to midwife in one 
(not quite painless) move! 



As a chaplain to the fire and rescue service, 
the Revd Mike Morris is used to dealing 
with emergencies - but the sudden arrival of 
son Rowan into the world even took Mike 
by surprise. 

When wife Liz went into labour with 
their second child, she phoned the hospital 
where she planned to give birth. They told 
her to hold on at home a bit longer, run a 
bath and take some paracetamol. But 
within minutes of putting down the phone 
on the hospital, she was doubled over with 
fast contractions. As Mike tried to phone 
back the hospital to tell them, Liz felt the 
baby coming. 

Mike said: T slammed down the phone 
and took the mobile, calling 999 on my 



way. As I got to Liz I could see the baby’s 
head, so I held the phone under my ear and 
tried to support it. Within seconds he was 
out but he wasn’t breathing at first and was 
quite blue, which was frightening. The 999 
operator told me to blow on him and wipe 
his mouth, and soon he started crying.’ 

The ambulance arrived ten minutes after 
baby Rowan, and took him and Liz to hos- 
pital to be checked. All was fine and the 
pair are now home wdth Mike and older sis- 
ter Bethany, three. 

‘I told Liz it was just like lambing a ewe - 
but it was slightly more frightening when its 
your own child!’ said Mike. 

Mike and Liz pictured with Bethany and Rowan. 
photo Colin Bridges Milton Keynes Citizen 



Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Life 



«7875 5 Door 07/56 

PAS, Remote Central Locking, 
Electric Front Windows. 



Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 Life 




£5999 5 Door 04/04 

Air Con, R/Cassette, PAS, Remote 
Central Locking. 

Models shown for illustration purposes only. 



Ford Focus 1.6 LX (115PS) 




£ 9 199 5 Door 07/07 
Air Con, PAS, Anti Lock Brakes, 
Remote Central Locking. 



Motoring for life 

All Advent Cars come with 

• 12 mth warranty, professional valet 
6 mth road fund tax, full service 

• 30 days exchange plan 

• Delivery to your door, nationwide 

• Charity donation on each car bought 

www.ooventcars.coMK 



adventcars 

Trust, Reliability, Expertise 

Call Advent Cars on 

01246 541936 

9-6 Mon - Fri 6-9-7 Sat 
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Pictured above: the White Rabbit, 
the Mad Hatter and Alice in 
Wonderland enjoy the open day 
right, trying out hand bell ringing. 
photos KT Bruce 



Christ Church open 
day draws thousands 



Wonderful sunshine blessed 
the Christ Church Open 
Day on 15 September. 

Many of the 6,000 people 
who came from all over the 
diocese and further afield 
spent the day there with 
plenty to interest them in 
College and Cathedral, in 
the surrounding gardens, ' 
and in various tours. 
Bracknell Deanery had 
organised a coach party. 

‘The high spot for us was 
the Choir’s wonderful 
singing of the Hallelujah 
Chorus,’ they said. 
Bellringers set up a portable 
Charmborough Ring in the 
Master’s Garden for hands- 
on activity. Sally Welch from 



Charlbury provided a 
Labyrinth. Ice-creams in 
Tom Quad did a roaring 
trade, and people sat in the 
sunshine with their, sand- 
wiches and teas. A group 
from Vaxjo shared in a 
Mission agencies comer, and 
Gudrun read a lesson in 
Swedish at Evensong. 

It’s two years since College 
and Cathedral combined for 
the first Open Day. 

built on 



Back to Church Sunday - 
how welcoming are you? 



bv the Rt Revd Stephen 

Cottrell, Bishop of Reading 

TAKE an average street in an 
average town just about any- 
where in Britain and you will 
probably find some people 
who used to go to church but 
have stopped. Maybe they 
stopped because they moved 
house and never quite con- 
nected with the church in a 
new area. Maybe they 
stopped because the 
demands of children’s 
Sunday morning sports and 
leisure commitments 
squeezed church out of the 
equation and it was too 
embarrassing to only come 
every month or so. Maybe 
they stopped because they 
fell out with the Vicar - 
though that was at least two 
Vicars ago! Whatever the 
reason, there are people out 
there who believe in God and 
who might be open to an 
invitation to come back. 

You will also find people 
who are open to giving 
church a try. Maybe they 
have recently lost a loved 
one, or moved house, or 
changed job. Maybe they are 
facing some sort of illness 
themselves; or maybe they 
are just wondering how best 
to bring up their kids, or try- 
ing to find some rhythm or 
meaning to life. Whatever 
the reason they might be 



open to an invitation to give 
church a try. 

Take an average church in 
an average town just about 
anywhere in Britain and you 
will probably find a communi- 
ty of men and women which 
prides itself on being friendly 
and welcoming but which 
doesn’t actually do much to 
make that welcome obvious or 
intentional. Very good at being 



'Welcome isn't just 
about what happens 
when newcomers 
arrive at our door. It 
is a process and an 
attitude that runs 
through the whole 
of church life' 



nice to people when they do 
turn up; not so good about 
encouraging them to come in 
the first place. 

Right across our diocese, as 
part of a national initiative, 
churches are participating in 
Back to Church Sunday. This 
is a chance for churches to be 
intentional about welcome. In 
some churches I am sure that 
this will bear fruit in new peo- 
ple coming to church for the 
first time, and in others who 
used to come giving church 
another try. But whether this 
campaign is ‘successful’ for 



your church or not it is vital- 
ly important that we think 
about what it means to be 
welcoming, what it is actually 
like to come to our church for 
the first time. And welcome 
isn’t just about what happens 
when newcomers arrive at our 
door. It is a process and an 
attitude that runs through the 
whole of church life. It also 
raises challenging questions 
of how we help people learn 
the Christian faith and 
become part of the Christian 
community. A welcoming 
church has a place of nurture 
where people can take the 
appropriate next steps on 
their journey. All this will 
bear lasting fruit as we dis- 
cover afresh how to develop 
a culture of welcome in our 
churches. 

Please share your story 
with others in the diocese. Let 
us know how the campaign 
went for you: not just stories 
of who came back to church, 
but also stories of how you 
have sought to invite people, 
how you have helped them 
take the next steps, and of 
how you have thought about 
your ministry of welcome. 

• Bishop John and author and 
broadcaster David Winter have 
recorded an interview on the 
theme of why people have 
stopped going to church. It can 
be downloaded at 
www.oxford.org/podcast 



Copper stripped 
from Garsington 

Thieves have caused thou- 
sands of pounds worth of 
damage to the roof of St 
Mary's, Garsington, just days 
before the completion of the 
church's huge restoration 
project. 

Copper and lead was 
stripped from the roof and 
ancient stonework smashed. 

A £200,000 restoration 
project was just a month 
from completion but now the 
damage - estimated at 
£50,000 - has set the project 
back several months. 

NHS chaplain retires 
after 38 years 

Revd Canon Beau Stevenson, 
who has worked with mental 
health patients for 38 years, 
has retired. Originally from 
Ohio, America, he said he spent 
longer working at the NHS 
Trust than in his home country. 

LOAF Fayre 

Lewknor Church are holding 
a LOAF (Local Organic, 
Animal-friendly, Fairtrade) 
Fayre on Sunday 14 October. 
St Margaret's Lewknor is 
home to a groundbreaking 
Christian conservation proj- 
ect, in partnership with char- 
ity A Rocha. 

There will be plenty of 
stalls, some environmental 
stalls, followed by a service 
at 4pm with a talk from 
Brother Samuel SSF of the 
Hilfield Project on the theme 
of living lightly. 
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Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of the 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01844 840285. 

Vacancy for diocesan 
sub-committee 

Diocesan Church House Organisation and Staff Sub 
Committee (DCHOSS), is a sub committee of the 
Bishop’s Council with responsibility for all staffing 
matters. The Committee currently has a vacancy 
and the Chairman would be interested to hear from 
anyone with specialist skills in personnel, staff 
employment, pensions and related areas, who 
would like to serve on this committee. 

DCHOSS meets four times a year, at Diocesan 
Church House and travel expenses are available. 

Nominations received will be referred to the 
Bishop’s Council for approval. 

If you would like further information about the 
work of DCHOSS, please contact Sally Wildman, 
01865 208201 ore-mail 
sally.wildman@oxford.anglican.oig 
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Bishop’s flood fund 
buys practical help 
for young and old 

Warm clothes and new shoes at top of list for grant payouts to 
those whose homes were devastated by the summer's floods 



bv Sarah Mevrick 

GRANTS from the Bishop of 
Oxford’s Flood Fund have 
now been paid out to a num- 
ber of householders affected 
by the summer floods. 

The first payments have 
helped pay for warm cloth- 
ing, children’s shoes, replace- 
ment carpets and kitchen 
appliances. 

Bishop John launched the 
Fund just days after the dis- 
astrously heavy rain in 
southern England at the end 
of July, which hit parts of 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire 
particularly badly as well as 
areas of Gloucestershire and 
Worcestershire. 

He wrote to all parish cler- 
gy asking them to hold spe- 
cial collections at Sunday 
services in August for those 
in immediate need, and was 
delighted by the swift 
response. As the DOOR 
went to press, the Fund 
stood at more than £40,000 
boosted by generous gifts 
from churches elsewhere in 
the country. 

The Fund offers small 
grants to help people get 
back on their feet again - 
and remains open for appli- 
cations, via the parish clergy. 

‘The local clergy are in the 
ideal position to help identify 
needs on the ground,’ says 
Bishop John. ‘We welcome 
applications from all sectors 
of the community.’ 

The first recipients of 
grants include nine elderly 



residents of the Ladygrove 
Paddock complex in 
Abingdon who have taken 
up temporary residence in 
the White Hart at Dorchester 
after their retirement bunga- 
lows were flooded out. 

The residents - one of 
whom is 93 - were woken by 
the police in the middle of 
the night and asked to leave 
at once. By the time they 
were dressed, the water was 
so deep that some had to be 
carried from their homes. 



'It really hurt as all 
my children's baby 
photos were floating 
in this dirty smelling 
mess, and as they 
are now grown-up I 
can't replace them.' 



Such was the damage that 
they have been warned they 
are unlikely to return home 
before Christmas - and it 
could even be Easter. 

One of the residents, Mrs 
June Penman, said that 
grants from the Fund had 
covered urgent needs such as 
warm clothing, because they 
had had no time to pack. 

‘It was very distressing,’ 
she said. ‘We’re very grateful 
to the Bishop’s Fund.’ Th^ 
people of Dorchester had 
been extremely welcoming, 
she added. 



Bishop John, who recently 
visited the residents at the 
White Hart, said: ‘I’m 

pleased that the Fund was 
able to help in such an imme- 
diate, practical way.’ 

Julie Lawrence, who lives 
off the Botley Road in West 
Oxford, applied for funds 
through Fr Russell 
Dewhurst, Priest-in-charge 
of St Frideswide’s. She need- 
ed help buying new carpets 
and kitchen appliances. She 
says the floods took them by 
surprise: 

‘We were told on Saturday 
that we were on flood alert, 
but I laughed as it was a 
sunny day and we’ve never 
really been flooded before. 
On Sunday we awoke to 
another sunny day and I 
thought “it won’t flood 
now”. 

‘But at 10.30am the water 
was in the car park and the 
council workers helped me 
put all my stuff on pallets. 
Then we were asked to leave. 
The next day I went back 
and the water was in the flat 
up to my knees.’ 

The devastation in the flat 
was terrible she says: ‘It was 
a real shock. It really hurt as 
all my children’s baby photos 
were floating in this dirty 
smelling mess, and as they 
are now grown up I can’t 
replace them.’ 

You can find more details 
on the Bishop of Oxford’s 
Flood Fund on the website: 
www. oxford . anglican . org 




Bishop meets those affected by the floods in Dorchester on Thames 




The Rt Revd John Pritchard opens St Giles' fair in Oxford 



photo KT Bruce 
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People & places 

Bless all creatures 



great and 




ANIMAL Welfare Sunday this 
year on 7 October will focus 
on the issue of fur trading. 
For churches wishing to take 
up the theme, sermon notes 
and booklets have been pro- 
duced by the Anglican 
Society for the Welfare of 
Animals and are available 
from feedback@aswa.org.uk 
(tel 01252 843093) or from 
PO Box 7193, Hook, 



small 

Hampshire, RG27 8GT. 

Furry and feathered pets in 
Leafield, near Witney, 
Oxfordshire, have already 
received the blessings of the 
congregation at Leafield 
Church on 23 September. 

The annual pet blessing 
service sees everything from 
horses to tortoises arriving 
with their owners. 

‘We welcome all creatures 
great and small’, says the 
Revd Jane Knowles. ‘The 
service is about how God 
made everything, loves 
everything and is in every- 
thing... Children often learn 
to express love through ani- 
mals and receive it also 
through them because the 
relationship they have with 
animals is uncluttered and 
innocent.’ 

Among the four-legged 
friends receiving a blessing 
this year was guinea pig 
Squeak who belongs to regu- 
lar church member Jenny 
Digby (pictured left). 



Welcome Karen 

Welcome to the Ven Karen 
Gorham who will be inaugu- 
rated as Archdeacon of 
Buckingham on Saturday 6 
October at All Saints Church, 
High Wycombe. 

Karen joins the diocese 
from Maidstone where she 
was priest-in-charge of St 
Paul's Church and Area 
Dean. 



In the swim 

Lower Windrush Benefice 
rector, the Revd Sarah 
Sharp, is taking the plunge 
to raise money for her 
churches on 16 October with 
a 10 metric mile sponsored 
swim. To sponsor her call her 
on 01865 880249. 



Ride & Stride 

Organisers of Ride and 
Stride events across the dio- 
cese have thanked all who 
took part in raising money 
for the Historic Churches 
Trust and their local church- 
es, whether as participants 
or supporters. 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 



Administrative Assistant 
The Church of England Newspaper 

is currently recruiting an administrative assistant at our offices 
in central London. The successful applicant will have excellent 
communication skills and a friendly telephone manner. An eye 
for detail and a high level of computer literacy are required. The 
post will involve dealing with enquiries from readers, 
subscribers and clients. A major part of the job will be dealing 
with advertisement bookings and production of the weekly 
newspaper. However, due to the nature of the newspaper 
business, other tasks will inevitably arise. 

If you are a committed, flexible team member, with excellent 
organisational skills, please send your CV in the first instance to 
the Editor, at the address below. 

The post is full-time, Monday-Friday, and office hours are 
9.00am-5.30pm. We are an equal opportunities employer. The 
closing date for applications is Monday October 15. 

The Editor, The Church of England Newspaper, Central 
House, 142 Central Street, London, EC IV 8AR Or you can 
e-mail your CV in confidence to editor@churchnewspaper.com 



David offers a listening ear 



WITNEY clergyman, the Revd 
David Wilbraham, is the new 
full-time chaplain for Thames 
Valley Police. 

A former police motorcyclist 
in Merseyside, and chaplain to 
Surrey Police, As well as co- 
ordinating the work of a team 
of chaplains around the dis- 
trict Mr Wilbraham says one 
of his main roles will be to lis- 
ten: 

‘Policing is a demanding and 
complex job and I and my 
chaplains aim to be a confi- 
dential listening ear.’ 




Parking charges 

PARISHIONERS at Holy 
Trinity Church, Prestwood, 
Bucks are helping to fund the 
resurfacing of their church 
car park in an unusual spon- 
sorship scheme. 

The brainchild of the PCC, 
people are able to ‘sponsor’ a 
square metre of tarmac for 
£20, which together with 
grants from the Friends of 
Holy Trinity, the Diocese of 
Oxford and the local county 
council, and donations from 
church hall users and the 
wider community, will cover 
the £29,000 resurfacing bill. 



THE harmonious sounds of 
Cookham’s Holy Trinity 
Church all-male choir will 
be available to a wider audi- 
ence this October with the 
release of a celebratory CD. 

‘That Cookham Sound’ 
was recorded to mark the 
40th anniversary this year 
of Sara Wood’s time as 
organist and director of 
music, and includes an 
eclectic mix of church music 
and easy listening tunes. 

Music is a true family 



Turkish delight 
for Lesley 

CURATE Lesley Hay has 
become one of the first 
women to celebrate the 
Eucharist in Turkey. 

On placement with 
Anglican Chaplain, Canon 
Ian Sherwood OBE, Lesley 
says she was ‘immensely 
privileged’ to be asked to cel- 
ebrate the Eucharist in Christ 
Church, Istanbul during a 
service for the expatriot 
community there: 

She told the DOOR: ‘It 
was an amazing experience 
and something I shall always 
treasure.’ 



affair for the Woods. Sara 
says she met husband Tony 
when he joined the choir as 
an alto, and all three of 
their children have chosen 
musical careers. 

She is delighted with the 
finished sound of the CD 
and says all money raised 
will go to The Children’s 
Society. 

‘That Cookham Sound’ 
(price £10) will be available 
in October from the parish 
office on 01628 529661. 



Ever changing 
communities 
mark thriving 
Christian link 

by.SalJyLiatman 

Celebrations are taking 
place this month between 
Christians in Milton Keynes 
and those of Leipzig-Grunau 
in Germany marking a thriv- 
ing 20-year link between the 
two. 

Founded by Methodist 
minister Clive Fowle in 1987 
as an ecumenical link 
between two emerging areas, 
the relationship has seen 
many changes to both com- 
munities over the years. 
While Milton Keynes Mission 
Partnership continues to look 
for ways to unite an ever- 
growing and diverse commu- 
nity, Leipzig has also had to 
evolve as the 
collapse of the Berlin Wall 
has brought Western 
influence and changes to 
their lives. 

It has been, says link 
member Gwen Green, a 
strength of the link that 
both Christian communities 
can understand some of the 
challenges that each has 
faced and continues to face, 
and has been able to advise 
and support each other. 

Initially, the East German 
partners were unable to visit 
Britain, but now both com- 
munities enjoy regular bi- 
annual meetings. 

The programme for the 
20th anniversary celebrations 
focuses on the theme 'Being 
Church in Europe Today' and 
includes special services in 
the churches, cultural visits 
and discussion groups. Milton 
Keynes Ecumenical 
Moderator, the Revd Dr Mary 
Cotes, is among the group 
and is travelling to Leipzig 
for the first time. She will 
speak at a service. 



Enjoy That Cookham Sound’ 



Eco-column 

A number of local campaigning and 
awareness-raising organisations working 
on climate change have recently got 
together to form the Oxfordshire Climate 
Alliance, with the aim of coordinating 
their efforts in areas of mutual concern. 
I’m pleased to report that two Christian 
groups, Sage and Christian Concern for 
One World, are playing an active part in 
this collaboration, echoing the roles of a 
number of national faith-based groups in 
the ‘I Count’ campaign (see 
www.icount.org.UK). 

Some Christians may be wary of 



churches or Christian organisations being | 
too closely associated with secular groups I 
with whom they may have serious differ- I 
ences of opinion on some issues. However^ I 
if the remit of the collaboration is 
sufficiently clear to everyone involved, the 
advantages of working together can be well * 
worth it. Climate change is such an enor- 
mous and urgent challenge, that we need to 
work with anyone who shares our concern, 
even if their spirituality or motivation is 
somewhat different from our own. 

Combining forces means we are more 
likely to succeed, but also has the addition- | 
al benefit of displaying a practical Christian | 
perspective to those we are working with. | 

Karl Wallendszus is a member of Sage, 
Oxford’s Christian Environmental Group . 
(www.sageoxford.org.UK), and St 
Frideswide’s, Oxford. | 

mmmmmmmmmmmm.mmmmmmmmmwmmmmmm.mmwm* 
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God in the life of ... 



Changing direction, 
changing lives 

What persuades someone turn their back on a successful career to 
become an ordained priest? Sally Jarman asked three people from our 
diocese about their life-changing decision and whether they hope their 
previous experience will enrich their ministry. 



Dr James Kennedy 
THIS September Dr James Kennedy will swap 
his white coat for a dog collar as he leaves his 
role as Clinical Lecturer in Urology at the 
Nuffield Department of Surgery, University of 
Oxford, to begin training for ordination at 
Wycliffe College. 

In the 10 years since he qualified as a doc- 
tor, and later a surgeon, James, 35, has 
become a respected figure in the world of 
Academic Surgery, investigating a new non- 
invasive cancer treatment (High-intensity 
Focused Ultrasound - HIFU) and subsequent- 
ly helping to set up and run the first dedicated 
clinical HIFU unit in the UK. But he reflects 
now that passionate as he feels about medi- 
cine, he has never truly felt it to be a vocation. 

Conversely, since coming to faith in 1998 
through an Alpha course, along with his wife 
Emma, he says has consistently felt God's 
hand in the direction his life has taken until in 
2006 he felt compelled to explore ordained 
ministry. 

He explains: ‘Once I had made the intellec- 
tual and spiritual decision that I wanted to be 
a Christian, I felt God continually opening 
doors for me as I prayed about the next steps 
to take in my career. Then last year I started 
to feel He might have other plans for us. 

At St Mary Magdalene Church in 
Woodstock where the family worship, he and 
Emma had already set up a home fellowship 
group and - spurred on by having young chil- 
dren - a children’s church. Then they were 
asked to help lead an Alpha course. 

With the support of his vicar the Revd 
Roger Humphreys, James says the chance to 
take a leadership role, and pass on what 
excited him about Christianity grew increas- 
ingly thrilling and important to him until he 
recognised that his priorities had changed and 
it made practical sense to look at full-time 
ministry. 

He says: ‘It had never been a topic of con- 
versation in our house before but for a few 




Surgeon James Kennedy 



weeks we talked of nothing else and Emma 
was apprehensive, naturally, but also excited 
and supportive. I was surprised that every- 
one, including my boss, encouraged me to 
explore the call more deeply.’ 

Answering the obvious question as to 
whether God doesn’t need his talents and skill 
in the medical profession as much as in the 
pulpit, James says: ‘It has just seemed very 
much the right thing to do and I think my 



'I laughed when someone 
suggested it. Vicars were 
intelligent middle-aged men as 
far as I could see and I didn't 
fit the bill' 



experience and knowledge gained in medicine 
will be invaluable in my future ministry. I’m 
used to relating to people at their most vul- 
nerable and I’m told I’m very good at 
explaining complex issues and procedures in 
an accessible way. 

‘I get a real buzz from teaching and com- 
municating and want to get people interested 
in looking at their faith and asking questions 
about God. Much of the reason I wasn’t 
interested in going to Church as I grew up 
was that so often the guidance from the pul- 
pit felt flabby or non-existent, and I want to 
change that.’ 

Kay Peck 

FOR someone who has spent her working life 
as a teacher, helping and encouraging people 
to recognise and use their talents, Kay Peck 
admits she has also been an expert at stub- 
bornly ignoring her own vocation as a priest. 

Kay, aged 56, was head teacher at Marston 
primary school, near Oxford before making 
the decision to leave and become a supply 
teacher while studying with the Oxford 
Ministry Course. 

She says she always thought her ministry 
lay in secular teaching and rejected ordina- 
tion as for others, happy instead to support 
various friends through their ministry train- 
ing and help out at her church in Marsh 
Gibbon. 

But she says: ‘In retrospect I had been 
blocking out God for a long time. Even when 
I went on a training course for people looking 
at different types of ministry I told the organ- 
isers off because they had focused too much 
on ordination and that wasn't for me!’ 

Her epiphany came at a later Church meet- 
ing when she met a woman she could really 
relate to - someone who had been in business 
and who had a strong need to be in control: 
‘That was the crux of the matter really,’ she 
says, ‘I realised that I love to be in control and 
that I was shutting off a big part of my life 
and saying I knew better than God. I had to 
learn to let go which was a big step of humil- 
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Natalie Garratt 



ity for me. Talking to friends, family and col- 
leagues I found nothing but support when I 
was considering ordination. They had all seen 
it before I did!’ 

The Oxford Ministry Course was a ‘won- 
derful surprise’ she says with so many people 
from different professions, and churchman- 
ship which she says has better equipped her 
to reach people in service and leadership. 

And as she prepares for her curacy with the 
Swan Team Ministry she is confident that her 
years as a teacher will be a help in relating to 
her parishioners. 

‘It all boils down to communication and 
trying to reach people and I'll definitely be 
drawing on the tools I have used in teaching. 
Also I’m obviously used to working with chil- 
dren and I would like to create a multi-senso- 
ry family service in which everyone comes 
away feeling enriched.’ 

Natalie Garrett 

‘I’M a classic textbook Alpha graduate really,’ 
says the Revd Natalie Garrett who is curate 
at St John the Baptist church in Burford and 
married to the Revd Tim Garrett. 

‘A shy child, I had found that the stage was 
the only place I felt confident to express 
myself and had followed that path after uni- 
versity, ‘launching’ myself in Clapham in my 
mid-20s and throwing myself into the acting 
lifestyle that made it difficult to commit to 
anything. So it was amazing that I even 
signed up for the Alpha course that involved 
weekly meetings and a weekend away. And it 
was a decision that literally changed my life!’ 

With her newfound faith Natalie says she 
initially expected perhaps a miracle break- 
through in her career making her the next 
Cliff Richard of the acting world. But that 
didn’t happen. 

What did happen was that she found her- 
self comparing unfavourably the intense but 
short-lived relationships made through acting 
with the deep fellowship and community she 
found at her church. And she realised that her 
spiritual and physical well-being required her 
to stay in one place and re-think her job. 

Having made the decision to stop acting 
she went on retreat where she says she had a 
strong sense of God telling her to work in the 
church: ‘I said don't be ridiculous. It took 
him six months to get his way.’ 

She began working at a local church, 
involving herself in everything from admin 



and social action projects to teaching on 
Alpha courses and leading services - an all- 
round grounding in the daily life of the 
church. But ordination didn’t even occur to 
her. ‘I laughed when someone suggested it. 
Vicars were intelligent middle-aged men as 
far as I could see and I didn’t fit the bill.’ 

But somewhere in the back of her mind she 
says a spark was lit and after taking part in a 
huge production of the story of Jesus she felt 
God’s guiding hand again clearly telling her 
to go to theological college. After more sur- 
prised questioning she went through the 
selection process in just five months and 
became a student at Wycliffe Hall in 2003. 

Natalie says she can use her acting skills as 
a way of reaching even more people than 
from the pulpit. Her recent experience play- 
ing the part of Mary Magdalene in Creation 
Theatre’s production of the Passion at 
Oxford Castle was, she says, amazing for the 
way it engaged the audience with the story: 
‘No-one wants to be told anything these days 
in a preachy, teachy way. People want to 
engage and discuss and understand, so skills 
in putting across the story of Jesus and with 
God’s word are very powerful.’ 

She hopes there will be more opportunities 
to mix ministry and artistry and is already 
planning a one-woman show in Burford in 
November based on the story of the 
Samaritan woman at the well. 
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What are we playing at? 



A recent letter 
to the Daily 
Telegraph signed 
by some 270 
academics, 
authors and 
child care 
experts makes 
some alarming 
claims about 
what is happen- 
ing to childhood in our 
society. Its main focus is a 
call for more of the right 
kind of ‘play’ to ensure 
children grow up develop- 
ing creativity, independ- 
ence and basic social 
skills’. In particular, it 
calls for more ‘unstruc- 
tured, loosely supervised 
play outdoors’. 

This latter phrase caught 
my attention. Here’s some 
of the things I learned 
from such play: if you 
jump off a swing at the 
top of its arc, it feels (just 
for a few seconds) like fly- 
ing; under trees is not the 
wisest place to build a fire; 
shoplifting is easier when 
you are a clergyman’s 
daughter for honesty is 
always assumed; girls learn 
to kiss properly before 
boys do; tall poplar trees 
are not the best for teach- 
ing girl friends to climb 
(it’s a long way to the bot- 
tom if they fall); snails are 
not to be collected from 
the local park in a box 
and let loose in your gar- 
den (dads disapprove); 
don’t have an accident if 
you’ve lied about your 
whereabouts; never split 
on your big brother; if 
you’re going to play strip 
poker with older boys, 
make sure it’s not at the 
bottom of your Sunday 
School teacher’s garden. 
All this reminds me that 
‘play’ was certainly not 
without danger and, 
despite my wholesome 
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Christian 
upbringing, I 
wasn’t always 
‘good’. 

If media 
images are to be 
believed, children 
are now either 
living under cur- 
■ ■ few in their 

homes with noth- 
ing but violent computer 
games for company, or 
they are out hunting in 
uncontrollable packs. 

There is a dangerous 
dynamic at work in our 
adult responses to these 
developments. For we 
seem to be capable of 
investing in children only 
insofar as they can be for 
us repositories of 
perfection and innocence. 
In the Victorian era it was 
women who were idealized 
like this. Safe in the pri- 
vate sphere of hearth and 
home, the ‘fairer sex’ was 
responsible for making the 
whole of society feel better 
about itself. Children now 
play the role that women 
used to. 

We feel that adult socie- 
ty has become degenerate 
and untrustworthy, so we 
romanticize the wide-eyed 
innocence of the young, 
for they are pure and as 
yet unsullied. When they 
misbehave children have 
failed to pay back our 
projection and investment 
in their perfection, so we 
demonize and dehumanize 
them. We call them ‘feral’. 
If we’re to be real and cre- 
ative about childhood in 
our society, there’s some 
serious psychological work 
to be done. * 

And it needs to start in 
the minds of grown-ups. 

Alison Webster is the Social 
Responsibility Adviser for 
Oxford Diocese 



Finding an alternative approach 
to Halloween 



For the last two years the Ladygrove 
Church in Didcot has tried a slightly 
different approach to Halloween. Their 
minister, Church Army Evangelist Hugh 
Boorman explains: 



treat and that for 
each trick-or-treater 
calling on our doors 
we promise to give an 
amount of money 
(decided by the church 
member) to the charity 
that is helping them. We also 
give each caller a little ‘Jesus Loves 




Halloween offers us a fantastic door 
to share the Gospel. But churches 
often seem to shy away from this 
opportunity by offering a ‘light 
party’ which tends to draw only 
churched children, giving callers 
tracts about the evils of the festival 
which leave them feeling condemned 
by the Church or by hiding behind 
locked doors, hoping that no one will 
call (like the Day of Pentecost before 
the Holy Spirit came). People are 
actually knocking on our door asking 
for a treat so let’s give it to them. 

We create our own tract (pictured 
below) which, we hope, treats trick- 
or-treaters the same way that Jesus 
treated those who gathered around 
the cross (‘Forgive them, Father. They 
don’t know what they’re doing’). 

Our tract thanks trick-or-treaters 
for calling but then explains that, in 
other parts of the world, life seems to 
have played some rather cruel tricks 
on some people. So far we have writ- 
ten about street children in Brazil 
and a community who survive by 
scavenging from a large rubbish 
dump in the Philippines. The tract 
explains that we want to give them a 



'a number of church 
members have grown 
tremendously in confidence 
about their faith. They 
actually look forward to 
having trick-or-treaters 
knock on their doors 
because they have found 
out that it is really quite 
easy to talk to total 
strangers about their faith' 



Me’ sticker so that the 
trick-or-treaters don’t go away 



totally empty handed. 

To encourage them to call, we put 
lit pumpkins in our windows. 
However, our pumpkins have a cross 
carved out of them rather than the 
usually ghastly face. Hopefully it says 
that we are taking part but that they 
can expect a very different response. 

So how does this bear fruit? 

Firstly a number of church mem- 
bers have grown tremendously in 
confidence about their faith. They 
actually look forward to having 
trick-or-treaters knock on their doors 
because they have found out that it is 
really quite easy to talk to total 
strangers about their faith. Talking 
about the tract easily leads onto why 
they are doing it and the love of God. 

Trick-or-treaters come away with a 
positive view of the church. Because 
the tract does not condemn them but 
meets them where they are they are 
far more receptive to hearing about 
God’s love for them. 

It draws other people into some- 
thing good. When one church mem- 
ber explained what we were doing, 
he was amazed to watch the trick-or- 
treater delve into his pocket and 
donate all the money that he had so 
far collected from his trick-or-treat- 
ing. Another church member was 
approached by a mother at the 
school gate the following day to be 
told, ‘I read your church’s Halloween 
flyer that you gave to my daughter. 
I’d like to give some money too.’ 

To me that’s all Kingdom of God 
stuff. 




Clergy News 

The Revd Alan Barnes, Vicar of Calcot St Birinus, has retired; 
The Revd Elaine Bardwell, Area Dean Cowley Deanery and 
Vicar St Michael & All Angels, New Marston, has resigned as 
Area Dean; The Revd Richard Blakeway-Phillips, is given 
Permission to Officiate in the Oxford Diocese; The Revd Prof 
Abbott Conway, Priest in Charge, Great Tew with Little Tew, 
has died; The Revd Edwin Clements, Rector of Churn Benefice 
and Area Dean of Wallingford Deanery, has retired with 
Permission to Officiate; The Revd Dr Andrew Coleby is to be 
Further Education Officer for the Diocese of Oxford (half 
time); The Revd Lome Denny, Team Curate, Cowley, is to be 
Priest in Charge, Holy Trinity, Milton next Sitting bourne, 



Canterbury Diocese; The Revd Russell Dewhurst, Priest in 
Charge Oxford St Thomas w St Frideswide and Web Pastor of 
i-church, has resigned as Web Pastor of i-church; The Revd 
Judy French, Vicar, Charlbury St Mary the Virgin, is to be also 
Area Dean, Chipping Norton; Revd Sister Patricia Gordon, 
NSM CSMV and St Peter's Didcot, Wallingford Deanery, is to 
be Associate Priest & Sister in Charge, St Katharine's House, 
Wantage; The Revd Shane Owen Griffiths, Assistant Curate, 
Icknield Benefice, is to be Priest in Charge, Mullion & the 
United Parishes of Cury & Gunwalloe, Diocese of Truro; The 
Revd Dr Helen-Ann Hartley, Assistant Curate, Wheatley, is to 
be Assistant Curate, Littlemore and a Tutor at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon; The Revd Shaun Henson, Curate, Blenheim 
Benefice, is to be also Chaplain, St Hugh's College; The Revd 
John Hunwicke, House for Duty Assistant Curate, Lifton 



Group, Exeter Diocese, is to be House for Duty Priest, Oxford 
St Thomas; Revd Charlie Kerr, Chaplain, Glenalmond College, 
is to be School Chaplain, St Edward's, Oxford; The Revd Doug 
Loveridge, Assistant Chaplain, Royal Berks & Battle NHS 
Hospital Trust, is to be Chaplain, Chelmsford Hospital; The 
Revd Jo Loveridge, Priest in Charge of St Mary the Virgin 
Burghfield and Area Dean of Bradfield Deanery, is to be Priest 
in Charge, All Saints Hertford; The Revd Stephen Pix is given 
Permission to Officiate; The Revd Robert Poynting, Honorary 
Assistant Priest, The Ray Valley, has died; The Revd Hazel 
Scarr is given Permission to Officiate; The Revd Nick Stuart- 
Lee, Team Rector, Thame St Mary the Virgin, has resigned; The 
Revd Canon Stephen Weston, Team Rector, Chipping Norton 
Benefice and Area Dean, Chipping Norton, has resigned as 
Area Dean. 
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Comment 



Letters 



to the editor 



What can I give him? 



IT’S probably a bit 
early to be alluding 
to a Christmas 
carol in October, 
but the words of 
one a verse from 
‘In the Bleak 
Midwinter’ have 
been in my mind 
this month after the death 
of a close relative. 

‘What can I give him, 
poor as I am. . .What can I 
give him. Give him my 
heart.’ I thought I under- 
stood the words before, but 
my experience over the last 
few weeks has given them an 
altogether deeper meaning. 

Returning from holiday in 
September I got the mes- 
sage that my Uncle, termi- 
nally ill with cancer and a 
brain tumour, had lapsed 
into a coma and could die 
at any time. My father 
wanted me to drop every- 
thing and visit him immedi- 
ately, but I surprised myself 
by being initially resistant. 

I loved my Uncle very 
much and I think in my 
heart I knew I should go. 
But my first, very strong 
reaction was ‘What good 
could I do by being there 
now?’ There was an expert 
medical team monitoring 
him daily; his sister and 
her daughter, both district 
nurses, were on hand, and 
my Aunt had a strong net- 
work of family and friends 
dropping in constantly. 

I felt that I would be 
more of a hindrance, prac- 
tically speaking. And I 
have never managed to 



master my tears 
in emotional situ- 
ations, which 
wouldn’t exactly 
help. 

But I realise 
now that I was 
missing the point. 
Urged by my 
(very wise) husband I did 
drop everything and make 
the journey to 
Lincolnshire. 

And when I walked 
through the door of my 
Uncle’s house, and my 
Aunt just hugged me for 
what felt like minutes in 
the hallway, I understood 
that it was just being there 
that mattered. She didn’t 
care what I could or could- 
n’t do - she didn’t need me 
to do anything (though I 
did make endless cups of 
tea). What I could give as 
well as anyone else was my 
heart, in listening to and 
supporting and, yes, crying 
with my aunt, and in tak- 
ing a turn to sit holding 
my Uncle’s hand. 

I had thought, as I have 
done in other situations 
throughout my life, happy 
and sad, that what I was 
and what I could offer 
wasn’t good enough. But 
what has finally dawned 
on me - as it did for the 
shepherd boy visiting the 
baby Jesus - is that I 
should trust that if we 
approach with love in our 
hearts, then that is good 
enough for God and 
should be good enough for 
everyone else. 




The Oxford Passion; The Door; the comfort of funerals 



A new classic? 

TO follow on from Sally 
Jarman’s short report in the 
September issue of the Door 
about the Passion performed 
at Oxford Castle this sum- 
mer (‘A dramatic passion 
for the Gospel’) which quot- 
ed Revd Natalie Garrett who 
plays Mary Magdalene and 
Elisabeth: ‘...theatre is so 
powerful in reaching peo- 
ple...’. David Parrish, 
Producer and Artistic 
Director, in the programme 
notes indicated the questions 
and choices he faced when 
approaching writing the play: 
‘Why are we really doing it? 
Should it be theatrical or the- 
ological? Is it for the con- 
verted, for the unconvinced 
or the atheists? and so many 
more that indicate the integri- 
ty of the approach to an orig- 
inal script by Lizzie Hopley, 
based on Nicholas King SJ’s 
fresh translation of the New 
Testament. 

Thanks to a wonderful 
performance by all involved 
we had an evening to 
remember and think about. 
And with a programme arti- 
cle by The Bishop of 
Dorchester and ‘acknowl- 
edgements’ from, among 
others, members of 
Methodist and Baptist 
churches, we look forward 
to hearing that this produc- 
tion will become established 
as an annual event - for the 
benefit of ‘believers’ and 
‘non-believers’ alike. 

Noreen Kennedy 
All Saints ,Didcot 
and Pam Blustin 
St James, Hanney 

Enjoying the DOOR 

I AM writing to say how 
good a publication I think 
The DOOR is. 

I have been reading it 



now for six years, and I am 
constantly impressed by the 
wide range of subject matter 
combined with invaluable 
up-to-date information. 

In the September 2007 
edition I thought your arti- 
cle on Nick Seward’s min- 
istry was outstanding. It’s 
impact was increased for me 
by the fact that my grand- 
son is a student at 
Magdalen College School 
and he has a high opinion of 
Nick. 

The Rt Revd Bill Down 

Hon Assistant Bishop, Diocese of 
Oxford 



The comfort of funerals 

ALISON Adcock (September 
DOOR) suggests I may 
never have suffered bereave- 
ment. On the contrary, it is 
precisely because of such 
suffering that I feel so hos- 



tile to immediate public 
funerals, while people are 
still ‘missing rawly and 
sharply’, as she well puts it. 

It was agony at my 
father's funeral to witness 
my mother desperately try- 
ing to be polite, to remem- 
ber who people were, and to 
accept their well-meant con- 
dolences, when all she want- 
ed was to escape into a cor- 
ner and weep. 

When she died herself, in 
Wales, it was quite different. 
My sisters and I, and our 
spouses, were practically the 
only persons present at her 
cremation, so we could 
share our personal anguish 
intimately, with no need to 
present any facade to the 
outside world. Then, several 
calming weeks later, with all 
the ‘customary rituals’ amid 
a large crowd of friends and 



relations, we could content- 
edly bring the casket to 
Oxford, and lay our mother 
to rest beside her husband, 
as she wished. 

Hubert Allen. 

Old Marston, Oxfordshire 



Assignment Earth 
Competition 

In the September issue we 
asked people to write in if 
they would like a chance of 
winning a copy of Oxford 
vicar Lynda Rose's new 
book for children, 
Assignment Earth. The 
lucky winners are: 

Werner Peterlechner, 
Chorleywood, Francesca 
Bjorkegren, Milton Keynes 
and Grace Lambert, 
Chesham. Copies will be 
winging their way shortly. 
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Bible study 

Matthew 14: 22- 33 



Clean your glasses, take your contacts out and give em a 
lick, or if you are blessed to have 20/20 just blink six times. 
Its time for a fresh look at this story. 

Its starts with Jesus getting round to something he set out 
to do the day before. Pray. Last time he was interrupted by 
the crowds following. He ended up healing them, and feed- 
ing 5,000. But when it had all died down, unlike me, he gets 
back to what he intended to do in the first place. To pray. 

Jesus is our model for priorities; one the one hand 
responding to the immediate and urgent, but always getting 
back to what is essential. 

He dismisses the disciples, sending them to the other side. 
And gets some face to face time with his Father. This is 
more than your set times of connecting with God, this is 
praying all night, as long as it takes. 

Meanwhile these fishermen are in a seismic storm. If they 
are afraid it must be something big. 



Why Peter should have stayed in the boat 



Jesus goes to them walking on the water. I can’t find 
reference to a sand bank in the text. 

They cry out in fear. He says ‘take courage. It is I. don’t 
be afraid.’ We could reflect on our fear. We could steel our- 
selves with the courage he brings. But let’s just hear the 
alarm bells clang as he says, ‘it is I.’ egw eimi. I am. 

Peter needs more, ‘lord if its you...’ ‘Hmmmm, interest- 
ing. 

He finds himself being invited to walk to Jesus. He 
manages a couple of steps then goes down. Jesus catches 
him. Immediately. 

Jesus then rebukes him, ‘you of little faith why did you 
doubt?’ and you probably think I am going to encourage you 
to get out of the boat, to take some risks. Hold it right there. 

Why is Peter being rebuked. Will it really do to say he 
feared the waves around him, he doubted he could walk on 
the water. I think not. 



The story tells me his doubt was over Jesus. He didn’t 
believe it was Jesus. Even when Jesus had said, ‘I am’. 

Peter shouldn’t have got out of the boat. Yes, I know 
there are books and international ministries based on the 
whole presumption he should have done. But look at the 
story and tell me otherwise. 

Peter should have believed Jesus and stayed in the boat. 

I know we love the walking on water bit, the brave heroic 
action. And there are times when our faith means taking 
these kind of risks, and relying on God to make all the 
difference. But there are more times when faith requires the 
risk of taking Jesus at his word. Trusting him. In fair 
weather, storms, calm waters and the choppy seas where our 
lives feel in danger. 

You in or out? 

Chris Russell is vicar of St Laurence , Reading 
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Deanery visits 

Getting to know you... the first steps 
on the new Bishop of Oxford’s tour 



Getting to know an area as big as the Oxford Diocese is no easy task taking in, as it does, three counties and a hugely diverse 
range of communities. But this autumn our newly installed Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard, has set himself the 
target of doing just that. Sally Jarman reports 






OVER the coming five months Bishop John 
has pledged to visit all 29 of the deaneries 
which make up the diocese of Oxford in a 
determined effort to hear and see first-hand 
what life is like for the people who live here. 
It is, he says, tremendously important to him 
to talk face to face with people and hear 
their stories. 

‘Its all very well sitting in Oxford and look- 
ing at maps and reading reports but in terms 
of really feeling what this diocese is like in my 
bones I need to get out and about as quickly 
as I can to meet as many people as possible, 
and to listen.’ 

Each day-long deanery visit means an early 
start for meetings with local clergy, followed 
by a whirlwind tour of the area taking in 
churches, voluntary groups and businesses, 
and often an evening service to finish. 
Exhausting but rewarding says Bishop John: 

‘Each day is an invaluable insight into the 
strengths and needs of that particular area, 
which can range from the urban growth of 
Milton Keynes to rural life in the Vale 
of the White Horse. I have been 
interested and inspired by the peo- • 
pie J have met, and by the 
Christian response to the various 
challenges of the communities 
which have demonstrated a 
vibrancy of church at work in 
people's lives in so many dif- 
ferent dimensions.’ 

The Deanery visits have 
been planned to give the 
Bishop as wide a picture 
as possible of the diver- 
sity of life in the Oxford 
Diocese, from schools 
and family centres, 
farms and businesses, 
and facilities for the 
infirm and elderly, to the 
daily life and work of 
many of our churches. 

As the DOOR went to* 
press Bishop John had 
already visited, among 
others, the Newport 
Deanery where he 
dropped in at Olney, 
famous as the home of 
slave trader turned 
Christian and ardent aboli- 
tionist (and ‘Amazing 
Grace’ author), the Revd 
John Newton, and of his 
great friend and poet 
William Cowper. 

The village has been in 
the spotlight during this 
200th anniversary year of 
the abolition of the slave 
trade, and the Bishop was 
interested to see Newton’s 
grave at Olney Church, guided 



Visiting the 
allotments on; 
the Christian 
Foundation. 
Milton Keynes 






by Area Dean Christa Cerratti, vicar Philip 
Davies, and local MP Mark Lancaster, and to 
tour the museum dedicated to the two men in 
the company of trustee Elizabeth Knight. 

But the visit was not all history as lay 
reader Rena Partridge discussed with him 
the church’s joy in its growing link with a 
church in Sierra Leone and the work done in 
setting up an Alpha course and youth train- 
ing centre there. 

The day also took in North Crawley and 
the dairy farm of Gordon Adderson and Sons, 
where Gary Adderson talked the party 
through his 365-days-a-year 12-hour shifts 
looking after the family’s small dairy herd. 
The long-established farm has bottle all its 
own milk and delivered it locally to individu- 
als and businesses since the 1930s, though 
competition today, from supermarkets, is a 
continual threat. The family has recently 
diversified to provide home-made ice-cream 
which is proving popular. 

Another day, another visit, this time to 
the Woodstock Deanery where Bishop 

'Its all very well 
sitting in Oxford and 
looking at maps and 
reading reports but in 
terms of really feeling what 
this diocese is like in my 
bones I need to get out 
^ and about as quickly 
as I can to meet as 
many people as 
possible, and to listen. 



John was shown around Marlborough School 
by headteacher Mrs Julie Fenn. The respect- 
ed Church of England secondary school spe- 
cialises in business, enterprise and humani- 
ties and also incorporates the Ormerod 
School dedicated to catering for children 
with special needs. 

Bishop John said: ‘I consider church 
schools as a crucial part of spreading the 
good news of the church’s faith and this was 
clearly evident at Marlborough School where 
there are so many great things going on.’ 

The afternoon’s visits included time at 
Campsfield Detention Centre hearing from the 
Revd Brian Stops (URC) about the work of the 
chaplaincy there, and joining in an enthusiastic 
act of worship in the chapel where he was 
given a warm welcome by detainees. 

He also met with the communities of 
Begbroke Priory and the sisters from 
the convent in Freeland for 
Vespers, before enjoying a 
party at St Leonard's Church, 
Eynsham, where people from 



the local community had the chance to meet 
him informally. 

Visiting the Vale of the White Horse 
Deanery on 12 September, it was the turn of 
Faringdon Family Centre and area dean the 
Revd Richard Hancdck to welcome the 
Bishop. 

The centre was opened six years ago by the 
churches in Faringdon together with social 
services to meet a need for a social and sup- 
portive meeting point for new parents and 
their babies. Today it is a lively and vitally 
important hub of many families from the 
town and surrounding rural villages. 

Project Manager Mike Robinson explained 
that as the first babies grew older the centre 
directed their parents to toddler groups, only 
to find them wanting to come back to the place 
they had grown comfortable in. So the centre 
opened another group, and then another. 

Even when their children have moved on to 
school, the warmth of the welcome, under- 
standing and support draws parents back to 
the centre. Brenda Matthews told us that as 
an older Mum and someone who had also 
battled breast cancer, she was glad to now be 
able to pass on advice and support to others 
who attended the centre. 

Cuddling Jessica, daughter of her friend 
and new Centre User Representative 
Amanda, Natalie Cornford also continues to 
drop in to the centre even though her own 
daughter is now at school. She says she is so 
grateful for the support she received as a new 
mum that she wants to give something back. 

Bishop John was keen to hear from the 
mums who used the centre and from the sup- 
port workers from social services and the 
national Christian childcare charity 
Spurgeons, and members of the local clergy, 
and told the DOOR: 

‘I’ve been completely bowled over by the 
warmth and humanity here today. It’s a 
delight to see the commitment and involve- 
ment of the churches here with other impor- 
tant partners and agaicies in offering families 
such a thoroughly ecumenical and profession- 
al service. It’s clearly a much needed and val- 
ued facility in the town and surrounding area.’ 

Dragging himself away from the warm wel- 
come of the Family Centre, Bishop John then 
met local farmers from the Cherbury and 
Gainfield Benefice, and later Uffington Church 
of England School, before leading a simple 
Deanery Service with churchwardens, PCC 
members and Deanery Synod representatives. 

With many more deaneries to go before he 
completes his tour, Bishop John says he has 
a special way of remembering each one in 
his daily prayer life. He takes a photo of his 
Area Deans as he meets them, then uses the 
photos as a visual prompt in praying for the 
joys and challenges faced by the people he 
has met there. 

It will no doubt be easier for us to remem- 
ber and support him in our prayers. 
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Deanery visits 



photo Sally Jarman 



Above: visiting a farm and a family centre in the White Horse 
deanery, photos by the Revd Richard Hancock 



Talking to Gary Adderson at his dairy farm, North Crawley 



The Perfect way to keep all your appointments in view! 



THE 



CHURCH «f ENGLAND 



THK ORIGINAL CHURCH NEWSPAPER ESTABIJSHED IN 1828 



NEWSPAPER 



DIARY 



The Church of England Newspaper Diary 2008 includes Notable Dates for the 
whole year, including important dates in the Church calendar, a year planner, and even 
a wine vintage chart Full colour world maps, a national rail network map and a London 
Underground map appear alongside, making it an invaluable resource. In burgundy it 
presents the diary in a week-to-view format. 

At only £3.90 (including post and packaging - UK only), it makes an ideal diary for the 
active Christian, and it makes an even better gift 

Why not Buy one for yourself and another for a friend? 



To order , fill in your details below and send with a cheque or postal order made 
payable to Religious Intelligence Ltd, and we will despatch your order in plenty of time for 
Christmas. 




Your name.. 



Address: 

Postcode: Name for gift diary:. 

Address: 



Postcode:. 



Please send your order, with money, to Religious Intefligence Ltd, Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V BAR. 
Order must be received by December 14 to ensure delivery before Christmas. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery, although we will endeavour to fulfill orders much sooner. 



www.churchnewspaper.com 



ARTICLES FOR SALE OR 'FREE 
TO GOOD HOMES'! 

Warm, strong priest's cloak in excellent condition; ideal for winter burials in cold 
churchyards. Free to collector. 

Please call 01608 730327 (Hook Norton) 

130 New English Hymnals - good condition with some large print versions. Please 
call 01844 275944 to make an offer (Princes Risborough) 

Wanted Wooden Tenor Recorder - reasonable price paid. 

Please call 01494 437800 

Optelec/Telesensory low vision reading machine - 17 CCTV. Helps Macular 
degeneration sufferers read again. Cost £2,300, will sell for £995. Please call 01395 
445447. 

FREE READER SERVICE 

This service is now suspended pending new production company 




An Ecumenical 



Animal Welfare 

Saturday 13th October 2007, 2.30pm 

St Michael and All Angels' Church 
Mildred Avenue, Watford WD18 7DY 




>lic Concern ^ 
limals 



Led by: The Rt Revd Richard Llewellin 

(former Bishop at Lambeth) 

Speaker: Brother Samuel (Society of St Francis) 
Canon John Brown (Vicar of St Michael's) 

St Michael's Catholic High School Choir 
and Watford's MP, Claire Ward 



(Parking very limited due to football fixtures! Please use public transport if | 
possible; map & directions available on ASWA website, www.aswa.org.uk) | 
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New wine for novices 



e 





A community of Christian 
ethos and origin exploring 
contemporary and emerging 
spirituality in the world and 
the church. 



Scargill's unique residential centre is set in 98 
acres of the glorious Yorkshire Dales, and offers 
courses, events and retreats of its own whilst 
also welcoming organisations running their own 
activities. 

Come on a course, book a private stay, run your 
own conference here or consider applying to join 
the Community! 



Scargill House, Kettlewell Skipton, 

North Yorkshire. BD23 5HU 
Tel. 01756 760234. 

info@scargillhouse.co.uk www.scargillhouse.co.uk 



Rostered Charity No. 228031 



exploring and celebrating 
an inclusive world 



piece of mind, something for my disabled deaf 
son and an enlightening experience for us all. 
We also enjoyed lots of family activities such 
as cycling, badminton, cricket and football. It 
was a bit of a challenge coping the camping 
side of things for the first time but we certain- 
ly plan to be back next year, hopefully a bit 
more organised and prepared to participate in 
other activities and seminars now that we 
know what to expect. 

If you are interested in what New Wine has to 
offer please visit www.new-wine.org 

Delia Robinson , 
Head of Finance, Religious Intelligence 



When I agreed to attend the 2007 New Wine 
Summer Conference in Shepton Mallett, on 
behalf of the Church of England Newspaper, 
my children were very excited. For the first 
time they were going camping! I had friends 
and relatives who had been camping at New 
Wine for years, as well as work colleagues 
who devote some of their free time every year 
to Christian summer camps, both in the UK 
and abroad. 

With a borrowed tent, cooking equipment 
and a small fridge, we set off to Somerset on 
a very hot Sunday morning. We joined family 
who were members of the Blandford 
Evangelical Church. With their help we set up 
camp, registered the children in their 
various activity groups and joined forces 
with everyone in preparing the late after- 
noon meal. 

I knew that two of my children would 
settle and enjoy the whole experience of 
New Wine and what it had to offer but 
didn’t really know what my eldest son, 
Matthew, would get out of it. Matthew, 
now 16, is profoundly deaf, with learn- 
ing difficulties, a result of contracting 
Meningitis when he was a baby. The var- 
ious children’s activities, split according 
to age groups under the initially baffling 
names of Groundbreakers, Boulder Gang 
and Rock Solid, to name a few, certainly 
lived up to our expectations. Security was 
tight for my youngest son, aged 6, which 
was reassuring, while there was more flex- 
ibility for my 11 year old daughter, who rev- 
elled in the freedom that the camping commu- 
nity had to offer. She returned to and from her 
activity group at 9.30 in the evening and was 
able to go to the shops and toilet blocks on 



and just observe. The next day though, I per- 
suaded my husband and son to join me. As it 
was difficult to see much from the back I 
politely asked the ushers if my deaf son could 
be moved up closer to the stage. To my 
delight, we were taken to 
the front, left of the stage 
to a section reserved for 
the deaf and hard of hear- 
ing. There was a rota of 
BSL interpreters signing 
the hymns and speech and 
my son was able to partic- 
ipate. 

New Wine offered us a 
holiday full of children’s 
activities, security and 



her own. This was especially important for 
her, and for me, as she was due to start sec- 
ondary school in the new autumn term. 

‘Our Place’, the facility provided for dis- 
abled children, also proved satisfactory for 
Matthew. Its location was very close to our 
camp so he was able to walk to and from 
‘home’ with a fair degree of independence. He 
had a BSL signer allocated to him and was 
able to join in all sorts of activities, which he 
really enjoyed. 

On the first evening my husband stayed with 
him to help him settle and I was off to Venue 
One, where the main celebration was under- 



way. I was fascinated by the huge tent, the big 
band, the loud music and the thousands of 
people who were signing and enjoying them- 
selves and clearly getting something out of it. 
Being a newcomer, I chose to sit at the back 
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Christingle - 

Shining Light 
into Darkness 



Last year 433 Churches and groups in the Diocese of Oxford joined The 
Children’s Society to celebrate Christingle and raise valuable funds for 
children who face the greatest danger, discrimination or disadvantage in 
their daily lives. This year find out for yourself how The Children’s 
Society can support your Christingle with their range of FREE all-age 
worship materials. 



Christingle, the candlelit service 
with children at its heart, is a 
wonderful opportunity to draw the 
local community into church, forge 
stronger links between the Church, 
local schools and youth groups and 
explore the cornerstones of the 
Christian faith in an accessible and 
engaging way. Last year nearly one 
million children and adults took 
part in a Christingle celebration in 
aid of The Children’s Society. 

To enable you to be part of this 
special celebration, The Children’s 
Society’s range of flexible and 
FREE resources will provide you 
with all you could need to tailor a 
Christingle event to suit your 
community. 

Developed around the theme of 
‘The World’, with input from 
members of the clergy, Children’s 
Work Advisers and the National 
Worship Development Officer, the 
materials will enable you to engage 
with young and old alike and 
include: 

• Interactive activities and ideas - 
stories, discussion ideas, plays and 
games - suitable for working with 
children and young people; 

♦ Christingle making and 
fundraising materials - how to 



order free wax candles, red tape, 
collection candles and envelopes, 
posters, safety advice and stickers; 

Christingle service outlines - 
thought provoking all-age worship 
and service suggestions, hymns 
and readings. 

The Children’s Society’s 
Create-a-Christingle pack contains 
a wealth of ideas and detachable 
resources and can be ordered by 
calling 0845 600 8585 or by 
visiting www.christingle.org where 
you will find even more resources 
and downloads. 

The Children's Society - giving 
children back their childhood 

The Children’s Society was 
founded in 1881 by Sunday School 
teacher Edward Rudolf, who 
created his ‘Cottage Homes’ in the 
1880’s as an alternative to the large 
institutionalised children’s homes 
and work houses of Victorian 
England. He wanted chjjdren who 
had no families to be brought up in 
an environment that provided the 
love and stability every child 
needs. Rather than sweeping them 
away from view, he wanted them 
to be free to enjoy their childhood, 
to attend their local schools and 





Shine a light into darkness and create your own special Christingle 
celebration with The Children's Society's free Christingle resources. 



churches and to be part of their 
community. 

Today The Children’s Society is 
still driven by the belief that every 
child deserves a good childhood. 
They provide vital help and 
understanding for those forgotten 
children who face the greatest 
danger, discrimination or 
disadvantage in their daily lives; 



children who are unable to find the 
support they need anywhere else 
and whose childhood has been 
stolen. 

Through a network of projects 

The Children’s Society helps and 
provides practical assistance to 
over 50,000 children and then- 
families each year. Through then- 
pioneering research and influential 



campaigning, they defend, 
safeguard and protect the childhood 
of all children. 

The Children’s Society support 
children in trouble with the law, 
guiding them away from a cycle of 
crime and custody. 

They work with children who are 
forced to run away from home or 
care, protecting them from abuse, 
crime and prostitution on the street. 
They ensure that disabled children 
have a voice and are given the 
choices that other children enjoy. 
And they help refugee children 
rebuild their lives in new 
communities, surrounded and 
supported by friends. They are also 
expanding their work with young 
carers, traveller children and 
children whose parents misuse 
alcohol or drugs. 

The Christingle celebrations 
organised around the country 
provide vital funds to help The 
Children’s Society continue their 
work giving children back their 
childhood. 




Order your FREE Create-a-Christingle pack today 

Simply visit: www.christingle.org 



or call 0845 6008585 

'Christingle services bring together children 
and adults alike in schools, halls, churches and 
cathedrals across the country. * 

Mary Hawes, National Children's Adviser, 
Church of England. 




The 

Children’s 

Society 



Charity Registration No. 221124* Photographs the property of The Children’s Society • Christingle originated in the Moravian Church in 1747 
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Celebrating the ‘glorious 
truths’ of the faith of hymn 
writer Christopher Wordsworth 



The parish where the bishop and hymn writer spent 19 years of his life celebrates the 
bicentenary of his birth with a weekend of worship at Stanford in the Vale, Oxfordshire on 
October 27 and 28. 



CHRISTOPHER Wordsworth 
was a Bishop, nephew of the 
famous poet, head of 
Harrow School and one of 
the most well-known hymn- 
writers of the 19th century: 
yet he was also, for 19 years, 
the vicar of Stanford-in-the- 
vale-cum-Goosey. 

It was here, in this small 
rural parish in Oxfordshire, 
that he wrote some of his 
most famous hymns and 
published a huge amount of 
scholarly work. 

Though not as famous as 
his uncle, and with a very 
different writing style, many 
of his hymns are still in use 
in churches today. 

They include Alleluia, 
alleluia. Hearts to heaven 
and voices raise; Gracious 
Spirit, Holy Ghost; Hark! 
the sound of holy voices; See 
the conqueror mounts in tri- 
umph and Songs of thankful- 
ness and praise. 

Christopher Wordsworth 
held no sway with some of 
his contemporaries who 
liked to write hymns in the 
first person - and he would 
no doubt be horrified at 
some modern worship songs! 



He refused to use pronouns 
and believed modern hymns 
to be far too egotistical. 

Instead, he believed that 
hymns should express the 
worship of the congregation 
as a whole and also inculcate 
some Christian truths into 
the hearts and minds of con- 
gregations. 

He was forthright in his 
opinions about the state of 
hymn writing, stating: 
‘Hymnology has been allowed 
to fall into the hands of per- 
sons who had little reverence 
for the authority and teaching 
of the ancient Christian 
church, and little acquain- 
tance with her literature. 

‘The consequence has been 
that the popular hymnology 
of this country has been too 
often disfigured by many 
compositions blemished by 
unsound doctoring, and even 
by familiar irreverence and 
rhapsodical fanaticism; or 
else it too often rambles on 
in desultory and unmeaning 
generalities, or sparkles with 
a glitter of tinsel imagery and 
verbal prettiness, or endeav- 
ours to charm the ear with a 
mere musical jingle of sweet 



sounds, not edifying the 
mind or warming the heart, 
nor ministering to the glory 
of Him to whom all 
Christian worship ought to 
be paid.’ 

Church music was 
extremely important not 

'The singing in the 
church was very 
primitive. I can still 
see the funny old 
wooden pitch pipe 
which used to start 
the tunes - we had 
no instrument... 
There were no 
'Hymns Ancient and 
Modern' then and we 
chiefly made use of 
the metrical Psalms' 



only to the Bishop but also 
his family. 

A passage in the book 
Glimpses of the Past by his 
daughter Elizabeth 
Wordsworth reveals the fam- 



ily’s feeling when they first 
saw the church at Stanford in 
1851, where they were to 
spend the next 19 years. 

‘The singing in the church 
was very primitive. I can still 
see the funny old wooden 
pitch pipe which used to 
start the tunes - we had no 
instrument... There were no 
‘Hymns Ancient and 
Modern’ then; and we 
chiefly made use of the met- 
rical Psalms in the Prayer 
Book.’ 

Life - and music - in the 
church at Stanford has 
changed greatly since then: 
to celebrate the bicentenary 
of his birth at the end of this 
month, the current posthold- 
er, the Revd Michael 
Wenham, has organised a 
weekend of celebration. 

He discovered the anniver- 
sary during a casual reading 
of The Times. 

‘I happened to see an article 
in June about Charles Wesley, 
linking him with Christopher 
Wordsworth. It pointed out 
that this year is both the 
300th anniversary of Wesley’s 
birth and the 200th of 
Wordsworth’s. So I rushed to 
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RGCipG by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Baked apples stuffed with mince 



This recipe is an old family favourite. Originally I used to 
do it with just a mixture of raisins and sultanas and some 
brown sugar, which was very nice. But having made some 
rather rich mincemeat I decided to try it with this and some 
Golden Syrup and it made a big difference to the flavour. I 
suppose you could use runny honey as a sweetener. 

Anyway, try the recipe out and make up your own mind as 
to what ingredients you prefer. Whatever you choose it's a 
very nice way to use up the glut of apples we've had this 
year. 

Ingredients 

Four reasonable-sized cooking apples, Bramleys are best. 

Four heaped tablespoons of mincemeat 

Two cupfuls of apple juice 

Two tablespoons of Golden Syrup 

Two ounces of butter or margarine 

A little grated nutmeg 

Whipped cream, crime fraiche or Greek yoghurt. 

Method 

Use an ovenproof dish and rub it around with a little of the 
butter or margarine. Wash the apples and cut a light hori- 
zontal line around the skins about half way up. Then cut 
out the center of the apples with a corer or knife, cutting 



fairly widely to be sure all the core part is removed. Make 
it wide enough to put a tablespoonful of the mincemeat 
into each apple and push it down so that it is level with the 
top of the apple. Place in a greased dish. 

Warm the tin of Golden Syrup so that it is easy to pour 
(unless you have the pouring sort) and cover each apple 
with a dessertspoonful of the syrup. Pour the apple juice 
into the dish and top each apple with a dollop of the 
remaining butter and a grating of nutmeg. 

Place the dish in a medium oven, on about Gas mark 
3/325F/170C and cook for about 25 minutes or until they 
are nicely softened. Don't overcook or the fruit in the 
mincemeat will burn. Serve with cream or other choices. 





Christopher Wordsworth, former vicar of Stanford in the Vale, a 
Bishop and hymn-writer. It is the bicentary of his birth on 30 
October this year 



see exactly when it was! 

‘In the article, Geoffrey 
Rowell wrote ‘He taught the 
faith through hymns.’ It was, 
he said, ‘the first duty of a 
hymn-writer to teach sound 
doctrine and thus to save 
souls’. 

‘It struck me that this could 
make the basis of a weekend 
of celebration, worship and 
evangelism. And that’s our 
hope for this weekend.’ 

But, risking his predeces- 
sor’s wrath, the current 
incumbent at Stanford is 
including modern worship 
songs as well as plenty of 
Christopher Wordsworth’s 
own hymns as part of the 
weekend of celebration. 

The Saturday evening will 
include worship songs by Jo 
Hazell, a mother and musi- 
cian who lives in the parish, 



and John and Julie Steventon 
from Watchfield. On the 
Sunday morning, the great 
great grandson of Bishop 
Wordsworth, Revd Jeremy 
Wordsworth, will preach at 
the parish communion service. 

And the weekend will be 
rounded off with a 
Wordsworthian Songs of 
Praise in the evening. 

There will also be art dis- 
plays, with paintings on 
show by Mandy Patterson, a 
prayer area focussing on the 
needs of the modern world, 
and a chance to look round 
the church which 
Wordsworth restored and 
where he preached - at some 
length! 

For more details contact the 
parish office on 01367 
710267 




Christopher Wordsworth's church at Stanford in the Vale today 
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Ugandan bishop 
appeals for women of 
the world to rise up 
and stop conflicts 




Bishop Nelson pictured with Bishop John photo Phil Hind 



World Church 

2,000 Christians 
meet in Romania to 
worship and work 



THE Bishop of Northern 
Uganda, Bishop Nelson, 
urged women to rise up in 
revolt at the wars which are 
mutilating our world. 

‘If we can strengthen the 
hands of women they can 
do this’, he said. 

Bishop Nelson is well- 
known for his work at try- 
ing to bring peace and rec- 
onciliation in the conflict 
between the Ugandan gov- 
ernment and the Lord’s 
Resistance Army, led by 
Joseph Kony. 

The Army is accused of 
horrendous atrocities 
against men, women and 
children, and approximately 
25,000 children have been 
abducted to fight with the 
guerrillas. 

The Mother’s Union in 
Uganda is working hard to 
try and educate some of the 



IN 1976 Azad Marshall was 
sent by St Andrews Church, 
Lahore, Pakistan to assist in 
Christian ministry in Iran. 
Three years later, following 
the Iranian Revolution and 
the return of Ayatollah 
Khomeini, Bishop Deqhani- 
Tafti left the country after his 
son had been killed and there 
had been attempts on his 
own life. The Anglican 
Church’s buildings, schools 
and hospitals were taken 
over by the state. 

Many of the 100,000 
Christians in Iran, a country 
of 70 million people, are 
Armenian Christians. The 
Anglican Church is small, but 



children who escape from 
the LRA, many of whom 
end up sleeping on the 
streets. 

Many of those taken in by 
the Mother’s Union are girls 

'It is far better to 
strengthen the hand 
of a woman than 
anyone else: she 
influences children 
and her community' 

who are being taught skills 
which will help them sup- 
port their families. 

In villages across northern 
Uganda, most of the men 
are simply missing, having 
run away because they fear 
being abducted or killed by 
the LRA. 

Women are left to try and 
support their families and 



has a remarkable public role. 

In 2004, on the retirement 
of Bishop Mottahedeh, the 
Province of Jerusalem and 
the Middle East appointed 
Azad Marshall as Vicar- 
General of the Diocese of 
Iran. By that time he had 
been been a pastor in 
Pakistan and appointed 
Bishop for the Urdu speaking 
congregations in the Gulf. 
There followed three years of 
delicate negotiations with 
the government of Iran to 
enable the church to install 
Bishop Azad Marshall as the 
sixth Bishop in Iran. 

I attended his installation 
in St Peter’s Tehran represent- 
ing the Bishop and Diocese of 
Oxford. The first Episcopal 



keep communities going, he 
said. 

Bishop Nelson said: *It 
became quite clear to me 
that women are the key to 
solving conflicts, if you look 
in the Bible it has always 
been the case: it was the 
women who saved Moses, 
for example. 

‘It is women who can 
transform the world we live 
in today. 

‘The world today is vio- 
lent, there is strife and con- 
flict from Uganda to the 
UK. It is far better to 
strengthen the hand of a 
woman than anyone else: 
she influences children and 
her community.’ 



visitor to Iran in 1883 was 
Thomas Valpy French, who 
following a ministry at St 
Ebbe’s Oxford went to be 
Bishop of Lahore in what 
was then North India. 

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali 
of Rochester preached on the 
Transfiguration to a 200 
strong congregation of 
Christians and Muslims: 
‘Jesus said: ‘When I am lifted 
up I will draw everyone to 
myself’. As those who live the 
risen life, we must see what 

'The Anglican 
Church is small, but 
has a remarkable 
public role' 



we have to put off and what 
we have to put on. Our task 
is to seek such glory of Jesus. 
His risen life is to be found in 
the Bible. His risen life helps 
us lose what hinders life.’ 

Representatives of the 
embassies of Egypt, Pakistan 
and the United Kingdom 
attended. The House of 
Worship Choir contributed 
fabulous songs in Urdu, Farsi 
and English following five 
months of practice for the 
event. 

There followed a series of 
meetings for Bishop Azad 
and his guests with senior 
Iranian leaders. We met with 



The Bishop is hoping to 
start a mentoring scheme in 
his diocese to teach media- 
tion and leadership skills to 
youngsters, but at the 
moment he has no funding. 

Some 95% of his popula- 
tion has been displaced and 
while the church is still 
strong, it has little capacity 
to fund-raise, said Revd 
Willy Akena, the diocesan 
information officer. 

The delegation were over 
in the UK to speak at 
Greenbelt and the Bishop’s 
wife, Brenda Onono 
Onweng, also addressed 
Kidlington Mother’s Union 
on the subject of women 
and conflict. 



former President Khatami 
who is known for promoting 
a Dialogue of Civilisations in 
which religion plays a key 
role. He visited Oxford earli- 
er this year and I was able to 
invite him to give a seminar 
on his next visit at the 
Islamic Studies Programme 
of the Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies. 

At all our meetings we 
were accompanied by a rep- 
resentative of the President’s 
office. Dr Sadaghati affirmed 
that there was freedom for 
people to change from one 
faith to another, and that 
there were Christians who 
had been Muslims. We were 
able to affirm this under- 
standing of the freedom of 
religion from the Christian 
scriptures: ‘Who were born, 
not of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of 
God’. John 1.12 . 

The Anglican Church is 
clearly able to engage in pub- 
lic with the Government, thus 
providing a degree of legiti- 
macy for the activity of all 
Christian groups. Discussions 
are currently going on to 
secure the eventual return of 
churches, hospitals and 
schools to the Church. There 
is fresh hope for the Anglican 
Church in Iran. 

Canon Dr Chris Sugden is a 
member of General Synod for 
the Diocese of Oxford. 



by M ar t in, Xonway 

The most important fact 
about the Third European 
Ecumenical Assembly which 
met from September 5-9 
in Romania was that it met 
at all! Given that the first 
such gathering, in 
Switzerland's Basel in 1989, 
was the first large-scale 
meeting of the Christians of 
this continent since the mutu- 
al excommunications between 
Rome and Constantinople in 
1054, it is a matter of real 
joy and hope, this third time, 
that over 2000 Christians 
were sent by their many 
churches to meet, to worship 
God and to work together. 

Sibiu is Romania's 
European Capital of Culture 
for 2007 and proved to be a 
charming place, as well as 
providing lessons from a dif- 
ficult history in which people 
of different languages and 
confessions have learned to 
live and work together, even 
to appreciate the gifts they 
variously bring to common 
life, in a way that many more 
of us in Europe still badly 
need to! 

Many many speeches 

The Assembly received many, 
many speeches. Three of 
them may deserve to stand 
out. His All-Holiness, the 
Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, stressed 'that 
we unreservedly promote and 
support every ecumenical 
theological dialogue, on 
equal terms, as something 
absolutely necessary. 

Jos£ Manuel Barroso, 
President of the European 
Commission, spoke with con- 
viction about the fact that 
the European Union is by no 
means just a matter of eco- 
nomic or legal agreements 
between the member nations, 
but essentially 'a community 
of values that takes shape in 
a diversity of cultures and 
mutually enriching traditions 
within the framework of an 
enlarged and open Europe 
that is capable of building 
bridges towards other world 
regions and of holding a dia- 
logue with other cultures and 
religions/ Gpakilfc F6l£mou, 
a Roman Catholic biologist 
and member of the San 
Egidio Community, from 
Guinea in W. Africa, then 
spoke movingly to the Forum 
on Migration - one of nine in 
which members worked on 



specific areas - about how 
Africa has had so much 
inflicted on it by Europe that 
the two cannot be separated: 
'We can save ourselves, if 
together, and only if together. 
We do not see how Africa 
can save itself on its own, or 
save the world on its own; 
we do not see how Europe 
can save itself and abandon 
Africa, or how Africa can 
face its development chal- 
lenges without Europe/ 

Challenges 

The Message of the 
Assembly, prepared in a hor- 
ribly rushed way, nonetheless 
brought out strongly, from 
the Forum on M igration, an 
impressive set of challenges: 
'As we meet Christ in our 
needy sisters and brothers 
(Matthew 25: 44-5) we ... 
commit ourselves to repent 
for the sin. of exclusion; 
deepen our understanding of 
'otherness'; defend the digni- 
ty and rights of every human 
being, and ensure protection 
to those in need of it; call 
upon European states to 
stop illegal administrative 
detention of migrants (...) to 
uphold the value of family 
unity and combat trafficking 
in human beings and 
exploitation of trafficked 
persons.' 

The Creation Forum 

The Creation Forum was no 
less vivid in its awareness 
that 'we are irreversibly 
damaging the ecological sys- 
tems on which life (all life) 
depends. Our life-styles are 
not simply a matter of per- 
sonal choice - we are part of 
a culture that tempts us to 
seek identity and status 
through possessions and to 
rely on transport that puts 
carbon into the atmosphere. 

We must bring pressure on 
our Governments and indus- 
trialists to re-orient their 
political and economic prior- 
ities, putting first the safe- 
guarding of the Earth's life- 
supporting resources. Only 
radical alternatives can 
promise a happier future for 
the entire human race.' 

Look up the website on 
www.eea3.org for texts and 
photos, or contact martin- 
conway@abelian.net if you 
would like to ask more about 
it all. 

Martin Conway is chair of 
the diocesan board for social 
responsibility 
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Fresh hope for Anglican Church in Iran 
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Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 

AYR UPHOLSTERY 
LIMITED 

Tel: 0845 094 2820 
Email: 

\^info^ayrupholstery.com J 
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Website Design and 
Creative Services 
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Do you need a link to God? 

If so then we can make the link for you 
To get your parish online go to 
www.admc-services.co.uk or call 01946 890100 



Church Supplies 




HILLTOP 

AUDIO 

SUPPLIES 

• Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Vldeo/data projection 

• Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0115 927 8291 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Web: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Unit 2 Broxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham NG8 6QP 

Order your 
CEN Diary 2008 
See ad on 
page 9 




Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 
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Riddle of the Month 

Thank you for all of your answer's to last month's riddle, reprinted with the correct answer 
below: 

The following number is the only one of its kind - why is it so special? 

8,549,176,320 

It is the only number that has the digits in alphabetical order. 

We only received a handful of correct replies this month, including ones from Matthew 
Hayden (just 11) and his younger sister Elizabeth, who's 8 - well done everyone! 

The winner (selected by the time honoured method of pulling from the hat) is 
Mrs Sue Simpson from High Wycombe. Your prize has been sent in the post. 

As the production of The Door is moving after this edition, that was the last riddle that 
I can set - thank you to everyone, especially the Haydens, for your support and 
participation. Happy puzzling in the future! 



Moving portrayal of 
search for atonement 



bv Sarah Mevrick 

WHAT do you do when you discover you’ve 
done something wrong - something that 
seems quite minor at the time, but turns out to 
have tragic consequences? This is the fate of 
Briony Tallis, who as an over-imaginative 13- 
year-old, misinterprets something she sees and 
unwittingly sets off a train of catastrophic 
events that will haunt her for the rest of her 
life. 

‘Atonement’ opens to the insistent rhythmi- 
cal tapping of the typewriter (a constant 
reminder that Briony is a writer, and that this 
is an exploration of the line between truth and 
fiction). It is an extraordinarily hot summer 
day in 1935, and the young Briony (the won- 
derful Saoirse Ronan) is putting the finishing 
touches to a play she has written for her visit- 
ing cousins to perform. 

On the outside, everything is beautiful (and 
this is certainly a cinematographically glori- 
ous film): the country house, the idyllic land- 
scape, the summer day, and the glamorous 
clothes. Underneath, though, there are uncom- 
fortable undercurrents and tensions of feelings 
repressed and emotions unspoken. 

The heat affects everyone: Briony ’s mother, 
who has to lie down; her older sister Cecilia 



(Keira Knightley); Robbie (James McAvoy), 
the housekeeper’s son who has been educated 
at Cambridge thanks to their father; the 
unco-operative cousins; and her brother and 
his guest, who owns a chocolate factory and 
relishes the opportunity to supply the British 
army as war approaches. The day ends in dis- 
aster. 

The narrative then moves to 1940, and the 
story continues in France (a particularly gru- 
elling depiction of the chaotic evacuation 
from Dunkirk) and London. Briony at 18 
(Romola Garai) is desperate to find atone- 
ment for her 13-year-old self through the 
combined effects of confession, writing and 
her punishing work nursing wounded sol- 
diers. Finally, in a touching coda, we see the 
elderly Briony (played by Vanessa Redgrave) 
giving her final interview as an author. 

Readers who enjoyed Ian McEwan’s book 
may worry that such a complex book, with 
its rich layers of emotion and subtlety would 
be impossible to screen. But though the 
screenwriter has played with the ending, the 
film is as moving and richly satisfying as the 
book and will linger in the memory. 

Atonement (122 mins, IS) Directed by Joe 
Wright; starring James McAvoy, Keira 
Knightley, Romola Garai, Saoirse Ronan, 
Vanessa Redgrave, Harriet Walter 



Chinese Christian 
artist exhibits in 
Oxford 



Enjoying parenting and 
forgetting the 'to do’ list 

bv Rebecca Pavelev 



Bv Cathv Ross of CMS in Oxford 

The Church Mission Society (CMS) is delight- 
ed to welcome Dr He Qi, formerly professor 
at Nanjing Union Theological Seminary and 
now an artist in the United States, as our first 
artist-in-residence in Oxford. He will be 
painting a large mural for the reception area 
in the new CMS House in Oxford. Some of 
his artworks will also be exhibited to the 
wider public at Regent’s Park College and St. 
Giles Church in Oxford from 15 October. 

In his art, He Qi seeks to give a Chinese 
modern expression of Christianity, the 
Christian message and his own Christian 
experience. He uses both Chinese themes and 
painting techniques as well as more Western 
techniques. 

‘Artwork has no national boundary, but an 
artist always has his nationality,’ remarks He 
Qi. 

His art is both genuinely Chinese and gen- 
uinely Christian. At the same time does it 
have a strong universal appeal. He has exhib- 
ited in Japan, Hong Kong, Europe and the 
United States, as well as in Mainland China. 
He won the twentieth century award for 
achievement in the field of Religious Art 

Theory and 
Christian Art 
Creation by the 
International 
Biographical 
Centre 
Cambridge, 
UK. 

He Qi will be 
in Oxford from 
26 September 
to 1 November 
2008. 
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Road to Emmaus by He Qi 



SKYDIVING for parents sounds like just anoth- 
er book on parenting and to some extent it is, 
with a spiritual twist. 

But American author Jane Bullivant is not a 
proselytizer, and her advice comes across in a 
light-hearted, packed full of tips for raising chil- 
dren way. 

Her focus is on forgetting trying to do it all, 
and ditching the idea that being super-organ- 
ised is the key to a happy home-life. 

Jane, who homeschools her own three chil- 
dren, instead advocates enjoying time with chil- 
dren and forgetting about all on a ‘to-do’ list. 
While this is easy to say and less easy to do, 
some of her advice has a real touch of warmth 
and is inspiring. She tells parents to remember 
the ‘G’ word (graciousness) and be kind and 
generous with their children’s mistakes and 
annoying little habits. 

I loved the phrase - and the idea - of ‘toma- 
to stake parenting’. It means, simply, that a 
young child needs a parent close to grow strong 
and straight. If a young child is misbehaving, 
keep him close to you throughout the day, both 
while you are doing other things and while you 
do things together with him. The attention and 
closeness will give him the self-esteem to get 
over his misbehaviour, Jane says. 

An enjoyable book, which avoids any men- 
tion of ‘time out’ or ‘naughty steps’ beloved of 
so many other parenting manuals today! 




SKYDIVING FOR PARENTS 
JANE BULLIVANT 
M0NA R£H_BOQKS 
£6.99 












COURSES TRAINING CONFERENCES WORKSHOPS 







OCTOBER 

Sat 6 DORCHESTER RSCM 
Annual Choirs’ Festival. 
Evensong at 5pm. 0118 972 
2844. 

Sat 6 OXFORD The Christian 
Music Fellowship Choir and 
Orchestra performs ‘The 
Exodus’ by Margaret 
Carpentor. 7.30pm at Wesley 
Memorial Church. Tickets on 
the door. Information from 
07855 865194. 

Sat 6 SILCHESTER Grand 
Sale of second hand books, 
Mission Church, Bramley Road. 
0118 970 0825. 

Sat 6 WING All Saints Church 
Bam Dance, Village Hall, 7.30- 
11.30pm, tickets £10 incl supper. 
01525 217969. 

Sat 6 HAMBLEDEN Berkshire 
Organists’ Association. Ilya and 
Naum Grubert (violin and piano), 
St Mary’s Church, 7.30pm. 

Sun 7 WOKINGHAM Animal 
Blessing Service, All Saints Church, 
3pm, preacher the Rt Revd John Austin 
Bakei; former Bishop of Salisbury. All 
welcome. 0118 978 9782. 

Mon 8 OXFORD Women’s World 
Day of Prayer Oxford Conference, 
Wesley Memorial Church, New Inn 
Hall Street, 10-12.30pm. 01865 
760308. 

Thu 11 NEWBURY Berkshire 
Organists’ Association. Roy 
Woodhams. St Nicolas Church, 



1.10pm. 

Thu 11 BANBURY D agostino 
and Oxley Guitar and Guitar 
Double Singular; St Mary’s Church, 
lpm. 01295 259855. 

Sat 13 DOUAI ABBEY Berkshire 
Organists’ Association. Cecilia 
Consort. 7.45pm. 

Sat 13 SANDHURST Fairtrade 
Fashion Show, St Michael’s Pastoral 
Centre, 7pm. Tickets £5.00. 01252 
873030 or 01344 774349. 

Sun 14 LEWKNOR Local, organ- 
ic, animal friendly fayre at St 
Margaret’s. Contact Simon Brignall 
01844 281827 

FH 19 OXFORD Unicom Group 
Open Meeting: The Work of Helen 
&C Douglas House, Sister Frances 
Dominica, 1 Canterbury Rd, 
Oxford. 12.30pm, bring own lunch. 
Sat 20 WMG All Saints Church 
Ramble. Depart the church 10am - 
1.5-2hr walk. Refreshments. In aid of 
Church Funds. £1.50. 01296 688265. 
Sat 20 OLNEY North Bucks 
Choir Concert; six choirs. St Peter’s 
Church 7pm. Refreshments and 
retiring collection. 

Sat 20 ROTHERF1ELD PEP- 
PARD Berkshire Organists’ 
Association. Elizabeth French 
(piano). All Saints’ Church, 
7.30pm. 0118 972 2844. 

Mon 22 WOKING Berkshire 
Organists’ Association. Jonathan 
Holl. Christ Church, 12.40 pm. 
Thu 23 OXFORD ‘The Oxford 
Islamic Centre’ Dr David Browning 
- Fellow of Saint Cross College and 
Founder Registrar for the Oxford 



compiled by Natalie Abbott 

OCTOBER 2007 



Centre for Islamic Studies, The 
Priory Room, Christ Church, 
10.30am. 

Fri 26 KIDUNGTON Re-dedica- 
tion Service, St John the Baptist 
Hall. Bishop Henry Richmond to 
preach. 6.30pm 

Fri 26 F1NGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and 
annointing at Holy Communion., 
10.15 am. 01491 571231. 

Sat 27 BANBURY Jez Lowe and 
the Bad Pennies, St Mary’s Church, 
7.30pm. 01295 266788. 

Sat 27 LILLINGSTONE 
LOVELL Autumn Craft Fair in aid 
of the church. Village Hall and 
Buckingham Hospital. St Mary’s 
Church, 10am-4pm. 01280 

860312. 

Sat 27 OLNEY ‘John Betjeman - 
Christian Poet. SS Peter and Paul’. 
7.30pm. Tickets £10 on the door. 
Sat 27 HIGH WYCOMBE Organ 
recital, David Hardie (Director of 
Music, St Peter’s Church, Hale), 12 
noon. All Saints Parish Church. 
Admission free. 

Sat 27 BROUGHTON Concert 
by Talgarth welsh male choir St 
Mary’s Church, Broughton near 
Banbury, tickets £10.00 to include 
a glass of wine and light refresh- 
ments. 01295 257467. 

Tlie 30 COOKHAM DEAN 
Organ recital, St John the Baptist, 
8pm. Tickets £8 including refresh- 
ments. 01628 529861 
Wed 31 COOKHAM Compline 
by Candlelight, Holy Trinity 
Church, 8-8.30pm. 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is 

designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
dooroost@oxford.angiican.org or by post to Chtireh House. The deadline for the 
November 2007 Issue is Wednesday lO October. 



Courses, Special Events 

DIOCESAN ROLLING PROGRAMME OF COURSES AND 
OTHER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 



Theological Reflection Sat 

27 October and Saturday 15 
December, 10am - 4pm. 
Diocesan Church House, £36. 
Please bring packed lunch. 
Prayer Sat 20 October 10am - 
4pm. SS Peter & Paul, 
Wingrave. £18. Please bring 
packed lunch. 

Further details from Sheila 
Townsend 01865 208277 

Oxford/Dorchester 
Vocations Fellowship 
Meeting 11 October 

The Revd Angie Paterson, 

‘Fresh Expressions of Church - 
Cutting Edge/Pioneer 
Ministries’. Diocesan Church 
House, 7.45pm. 01865 
208291. 

The Unique and Universal 
Christ 8 October 

Dr Michael Nazir- Ali. Wycliffe 
Hall, 5pm. Email ros.goodfel- 
low@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk or 
01865 274620. 

Jesus: Meet the Man You 
Thought You Knew, St 
Helena Abingdon, 7.30pm 
11 October 

In the Bible, Dr Richard 
Burridge 

29 October 

In prayer; Bishop Simon 
Barrington-Wad 



No Longer Strangers 
Lectures Christ the 
Cornerstone, 7.30pm 

2 October 

‘New patterns of spirituality for 
a changing world’ - the Revd 
Philip Roderick, Contemplative 
Fire 

9 October 

‘A Strange Future - trends that 
are shaping the tomorrow’ - the 
Revd Michael Moynagh, the 
Tomorrow Project. 

16 October 

‘Welcome to the Stranger - hos- 
pitality and inclusiveness in the 
Old Testament’ - the Revd 
Mark Harris, Old Testament 
Scholar; Chaplain, Oriel College 

Journeying Together (BRF) 
27 October 

Training day of workshops on 
spiritual mentoring and growth 
led by Tony Horsfall. St James’ 
Radley, 9.45am-4pm. £25 
including lunch. Please book: 
events@brf.org.uk or 01865 
319700. 



Global Week of Action 
Against Poverty 
14-21 October 

An invitation to join GCAP, 
Jubilee Debt Campaign and 
Micah Challenge to stand up 
and speak out against global 
poverty, proclaim jubilee, and 
learn more about God’s call to 
justice and mercy. 

For further information and 
worship resources go to: 
www.oxford.anglican.org and 
click on ‘Coming Events’. 

One World Craft Fair 
27 October 

Stalls of fairly traded products 
from 9 organisations supporting 
family businesses and groups in 
marginalized communities. 
Christ the Cornerstone, Milton 
Keynes. 

‘Living Lightly’ 

14 October 

Local Organic Animal-Friendly 
Fairtrade (LOAF) and 
Ecological Fayre. Christmas 
decorations, fruit, veg, jams, 
cakes, dog show. St Margaret’s 
Church, Lewknor, 2-4pm. 
Service 4pm01841 281 827. 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensona. Weekdays: 
7.15am Matins; 7.35am Holy Communion; l-tiOpm Praying at One 



(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Communi 



immunion; 6pm Evensong (Thi 
Cathedral Office 01865 276155 



Friday); 1pm Wednesday only Holy 
Thursday “ “ * * ' ‘ 



day Sung Eucharist 6pm) 



October Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 







Tray in the Spirit on all occa- 
sions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind 
be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints. * 
Eph.6:18 

Let us pray to God our Father, 
through Jesus the Son, and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit for: 

Mon 1 Abingdon Deanery. 
Please pray for the ministry of 
John Cooper on his retirement as 
area dean and for his successor: 
synod lay chairman - Joanna 
Birkett. 

Tue 2 Abingdon Team 
Ministry: clergy - Charles Millet 
St Helen: clergy - Timothy 
Hewes. St Michael and All 
Angels: clergy - Peter Doll, 
Laura Hodges. St Nicolas: clergy 
- Petei; Laura and Christopher 
Walker: licensed lay minister - 
Tony Richmond. Christ Church: 
clergy - Tun Davis, David 
Archei; Ron Bushyager: licensed 
lay minister - Barry Taylor: 
youth pastor - Andy Murray: 
children’s coordinator - Valerie 
Challis. Long Furlong: licensed 
lay ministers - David Levei; 
Anne Tayloi; Derek Walken 
Wed 3 Abingdon Peachcroft 
Christian Centre: clergy 

-Stephen Godfrey. 

Thu 4 Appleton and 
Besselsleigh: clergy - Lyn 

Sapwell. For members of the 
Third Order of the Society of St 
Francis, area ministers and for- 



mation guardians. 

Fri 5 Cumnor: clergy -Geoff 
Maughan, Helen Azer: licensed 
lay minister - David Henderson 
Slatei; Eve Lockett, Terry Sharp: 
youth worker - R Hulse. 

Sat 6 Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: clergy - 
Keith Triplow: licensed lay min- 
ister - Ian Bensted. 

THE EIGHTEENTH] SUN- 
DAY AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 7 Animal Welfare Sunday 
www.aswa.org.uk This year's 
special concern is the issue of fur 
trade. We pray for all animal res- 
cue centres and those who seek 
to alleviate the suffering of ani- 
mals. 

Mon 8 Kennington: clergy - 
Terry Smith, Tony Johnson. 
Marcham with Garford: clergy - 
Eddie Shirr as, Pamela Shirras: 
youth / children’s worker - Nikki 
Gibbins. 

TUe 9 Radley with Sunningwell: 
clergy - Pam McKellen: licensed 
lay minister - Martha Young. 
Shippon: clergy - Christopher 
Seaman, Pauline Seaman. 

Wed 10 The Damascus Group 
Ministry clergy: Drayton - Josie 
Midwinter: Steventon with 

Mdton - Colin Patching: 
licensed lay minister - Jack 
Jarvis: Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford - Helen Kendrick. 
Thu 11 Wootton and Dry 
Sandford: clergy - John Cooper, 
Phillip Tovey: 

Fri 12 Aston and Cuddesdon 



Deanery. For benefices in their 
particular situation of ministry in 
many churches. For the new area 
dean - Sue Booys: synod lay 
chairman -Simon Richards. 

Sat 13 Benson: clergy - 
Andrew Hawken, Jean Travis: 
licensed lay minister - John 
English. Chalgrove with Berrick 
Salome: clergy - Ian Cohen, 
Jonathan Arnold: licensed lay 
minister - Robert Heath -Whyte. 

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 14 For all committed to 
seeking healing of body, mind 
and spirit; those who explicidy 
offer ministry in prayei; visiting, 
services, laying on of hands, 
anointing and in chaplaincy; 
those Christians who in their 
employment to meet the needs of 
the sick offer an implicit min- 
istry; those who provide centres 
for Christian healing. The 
Diocesan Adviser in Christian 
Healing - Hugh Kent: the dean- 
ery advisers. 

Mon* 15 Chinnoi; Sydenham, 
Aston Rowant and Crowell: 
clergy - John Kinchin-Smith, 
Joan Deval, Janet Hulett: 
licensed lay minister - David 
Bartlett. 

lUe 16 Dorchester Team 
Ministry parishes of Dorchestei; 
Berinsfield, Clifton Hampden, 
Culham, Drayton St Leonard, 
Long Wittenham with Little 
Wittenham and clergy - Sue 
Booys, Marcus Braybrooke, 



Myles Godfrey, Nigel Hawkes, 
David Haylett, Anne Ilsley, Ros 
Lathan, David Winter 
Wed 1 7 Dorchester Team 
Ministry parishes of Marsh 
Baldon with Toot and Nuneham 
Courtenay, Newington, 
Stadhampton with 
Chiselhampton and licensed lay 
ministers - David Gifford, Roger 
Cutts: Warborough held in plu- 
rality with Dorchester - Brian 
Newey. 

Thu 18 Luke the Evangelist. 
For hospitals and hospices, their 
chaplains and authorized visi- 
tors: chaplains - Pauline Seaman, 
Sebastian Jones, Gill Barker, 
Jeffrey Chard, Pamela Smith, 
Trevor Walt, Vivien Edwards, 
David Nash, Stephen Bushell, 
Tony Rablen, Guy Harrison, 
Susan Blagden, Lissa Gibbons, 
Michael Wallace, Gabrielle 
Smith, Edward Cartel; Martyn 
Griffiths, Mark Balfour, Brian 
Rose, Patricia Rose, Carole 
Hough, Peggy Faithfull, Steve 
Barnes, Angela Linton, Mark 
Birch, Beau Stevenson, Anne 
Holmes, Oliver Howell, Corinne 
Smith, Jessica Tumei; Tess Ward, 
Michael Sserunkuma, Judy 
Davies, Kenneth Blanton, 
Douglas Loveridge, Nick Stuart- 
Lee, David Rice, John Saltei; 
Bernard Dagnall, Paul Deeming, 
Cathy Smith, Ainsley Swift, 
Michael Smith, David Childs, 
John Connell, George Repath, 
Ian Hunt, Sally Welch. 

Fri 19 Ewelme, Brightwell 



Baldwin and Cuxham with 
Easington: clergy - Martin 
Gamer: licensed lay ministers - 
John Burbidge, George Cannon. 
Sat 20 Great Milton with Litde 
Milton and Great Haseley: cler- 
gy - Victor Story. 

THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 21 One World Week www. 
oneworldweek.org We pray for 
the actions targeted through this 
awareness and the new relation- 
ships of understanding and trust 
that can be built through service. 
Mon 22 Icknield: clergy - 
Christopher Evans, ’ Shane 
Griffiths, Angie Paterson, Adam 
Clayton. 

TUe 23 The* members and work 
of groups associated with the 
Board for Social Responsibility 
that are engaged in one world 
issues, World development, 
Environmental Issues, Christian 
Concern for One World. 

Wed 24 Thame team ministry 
clergy - Nick Stuart-Lee, Simon 
Brignall, Ian Mountford, Simon 
Baynes, Raymond Copping, 
Tom Farrell, John Fieldsend, 
Keith Weston 

Thu 23 Thame team ministry 
licensed lay ministers: Caroline 
Baynes, Paul Gulley, Caroline 
McKeown, Geoffrey Rushman, 
John Wilson - Brown, Norman 
Lilley. 

M 26 Thame team ministry 
parishes: Adwell, Lewknor; 

South Weston, Stoke Talmage, 



Tetsworth, Barley Hill, Thame St 
Mary, Towersey, Wheatfield. 
Sat 27 Wheatley Team 
Ministry clergy - James Watson, 
John Edmonds-Seal, Heler - 
Ann Hartley, Miles Maylor; 
Caroline King, Stevie Cross, 
Richard Cowles, Mark 
Chapman, Brenda Knight, Mark 
Williams. 

THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 28 Bible Sunday For those 
living in the Bible lands. Those 
who translate, promote and 
facilitate access to Bibles and 
guidance for reading it especially 
the Bible Reading Fellowship 
and the Bible Society based in the 
diocese. 

Mon 29 Simon and Jude 
Wheatley Team Ministry 
licensed lay ministers: Rodney 
Dawbei; John Ingram, Richard 
Bainbridge, Marian Brown, 
Albert Eastham, Lucy Betts. 

TUe 30 Wheatley Team 
Ministry parishes: Albury with 
Tiddington, Beckley, 

Cuddesdon, Forest Hill, 
Garsington, Holton [Local 
Ecumenical Partnership]. 

Wed 31 Wheatley Team 
Ministry parishes: Horspath, 
Horton-cum-Studley, Stanton St 
John, Waterperry, Waterstock, 
Wheadey. 
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Cutting edge ministries take centre stage at Greenbelt 



the flow and exchange of 
ideas and practise. 

This year our Eucharist 
was called 'beautiful day'. 
The idea was to explore the 
possibility that God is closer 
than we can imagine. 

There was liturgy created 
for the occasion, a contem- 
plative ritual around the 
Hebrew name for God 
‘Yahweh’, some chants, 
strong and beautiful visual 
images both still and video, a 
soundtrack throughout that 
included music from the 
granddaddy of ambient 
music Eno, and a track com- 
posed by mayBe's Jim 
Saunders. We tried to give 
everything plenty of time and 
space, and the Eucharist 
itself was simple - one of the 
things we have learned is 
that very often less is more...’ 

Also present was the Revd 
Matt Rees, from the hOME 
community, based in 
Oxford. hOME aims to pro- 
vide a spiritual home for 
young adults in the city of 
Oxford who are interested in 
Christianity but have no 
place they call their spiritual 
‘home’. Matt said: ‘For me, 
it’s the kind of gathering of 
the clans, the annual tribal 
gathering, the modern equiv- 
alent of making the annual 



Cutting edge ministries - 
sometimes known as fresh 
expressions of church - have 
played more and more of an 
important role at Greenbelt 
in the last few years. And this 
summer, three of our own 
home-grown ministries were 
present at the festival. 

mayBe, a community on 
the edge of Oxford led by the 
Revd Ian Adams, aims to 
explore creative simple and 
playful living in the light of 
Jesus Christ. They con- 
tributed a eucharist in the 
New Forms cafe, a short film 
and an art piece to Greenbelt 
this year. 

Ian said: ‘We always have 



found Greenbelt to be an 
energising place which 
encourages us to think and act 
imaginatively. At the festival 
we encounter other projects, 

"our Eucharist was 
called "beautiful 
day 7 .. .The idea was to 
explore the possibility 
that God is closer 
than we can imagine 



communities and individuals 
who are following similar 
paths to mayBe, and it has 
been a privilege since 2004 to 
be involved in a direct way in 



The eucharist led by mayBe, one of the diocese's cutting edge ministries, at this year's Greenbelt. 



trip up to the Temple, a 
marking of the years - has it 
really been a year? - it’s a 
kind of marking of time. 

‘I love the diversity. I 
love the celebration and the 
creativity.’ 

The Revd Philip Roderick, 
who runs Contemplative 
Fire, also had a stall at 
Greenbelt this year and ran a 
meditative evening session at 
the festival. Contemplative 
Fire provides a ministry 
which helps people enter 
deeply into the understand- 
ing and teachings of Jesus, 
using contemplative liturgy. 



Thousands packed into the 
expanded festival which took 
place at the end of August in 
fantastic sunshine. Around 
18,000 people attended over 
the three days. The theme of 
this year’s festival was 
‘Heaven in the Ordinary’, 
which was interpreted in var- 
ious ways over the weekend. 
Festival goers were asked to 
offer their own symbols of 
the heavenly for an exhibi- 
tion - tea and chocolate 
appeared to be the 
favourites! 

Martin Carr, the diocesan 
representative of USPG was 



there with his family. He said: 
‘Well I like the overall theme, 
the concept of ‘Heaven in the 
Ordinary’ that’s quite an 
interesting idea, but I’ve been 
meeting all sorts of people 
that I know from different 
parts of my life you know 
from years and years ago to 
more recently... it’s a great 
atmosphere for catching up 
with people. 

‘It’s just great finding theol- 
ogy, wacky music, hilarious 
comedians . . . it’s got it all! 

Contributions from Maranda St 
John Nicolle and Ian Macdonald 



Thousands pack into the main stage, photo Ian Macdonald 
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THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By David Winter 



r-T 'What is the 
Book of Common Prayer 
but privileged access, 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 
of God?' 
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I too decided, after investigating everything 
carefully from the very first, to write an 
orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, so that you may know the truth 
concerning the things about which you 
have been instructed. Luke 1:3,4 

WITH these words Luke (whose feast day is 
October 18) begins his Gospel, and over the 
24 chapters which follow he carefully fulfils 
his sthted objective. ‘Theophilus’, who was 
probably a convert under instruction for 
baptism, was to be given a most wonderful- 
ly comprehensive, colourful and attractive 
account of the life of Jesus. Mark may have 
more drama, Matthew more prophetic 
background, and John a more profound 
sense of the mystery of the divine, but Luke 
offers us a Jesus who is utterly and believ- 
ably real. This man turned no one away, 
reserved his harsh words for hypocrites and 
religious grandees, cared for the margin- 
alised, the poor; the persecuted, the handi- 
capped and the sinful. His Gospel is full of 
people we can recognise - indeed, in whom 
we can often recognise ourselves. 

He was also a masterly story-teller. Once, 
stuck for a topic when I was faced with a 
multi-faith group of chaplains from Young 
Offenders’ Institutions who were expecting 
an hour’s ‘reflection’, I simply read the story 



of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). In the 
silence that followed, the first to speak was a 
Muslim chaplain. ‘I’ve never heard that story 
before’, he said, ‘but it is wonderful - if we 
move towards God, he comes running to meet 
us’. Others began to contribute: they spoke of 
the older brother, so cynical about his sibling’s 
alleged reformation, the ‘prodigal’ himself, so 
hesitant about throwing himself on his 
father’s mercy after the folly of his earlier 
behaviour, and the father, of course, abandon- 
ing the dignity of his role in the family and 
actually running to welcome his return. 

That story is unique to Luke, as is the 
equally powerful one of the Good 
Samaritan, and several others. All are told 
with wonderful attention to detail, little 
asides of humour or insight into human 
behaviour or literary devices like the repeat- 
ed use of phrases such as ‘this son of mine‘, 
‘this son of yours’, ‘this brother of yours’ in 
the story of the prodigal. 

There are more women in Luke’s Gospel 
than in any of the others, but also more 
poor people, more lepers, more ‘sinners’ 
and tax-collectors, more ‘outsiders’ who 
are shown to be ‘inside’ the love of Christ. 
This, for many of us, is the great Gospel of 
compassion. Here is the Jesus for the whole 
world and for each individual within it. 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including < 0U Wonts New Life’ (BRF); which offers reflections on forty key Old 
Testament words and ‘Making Sense oHhe BUe’ (Lion); a simple, no-nonsense guide to using the Bible. 

He lives in Oxford with his wife, Ros. 
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